Ascension Lutheran Church

Pastor Godkin’s Sermon for the week of August 8, BD
Faith is the Conviction of Things Hoped For (Hebrew s 11:1-16)

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father a nd from the Lord Jesus Christ.
Our text is from the 11™ chapter of Hebrews:

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, th e conviction of things not seen. For by
it the people of old received their commendation. B y faith we understand that the world
was created by the Word of God, so that what is see n was not made out of things that
are visible.”

This is the text.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, How many of yo u have a scrapbook at home? I'm
sure that all of us do in one form or another. Espe cially with digital cameras these days
it's so easy to keep hundreds or even thousands of photos on our computers, not to
mention Facebook, where many people post pictures o f memorable events in their lives
for all to see. Many parents, for example, keep rec ords of their children’s achievements,
little snapshots of their lives growing up: athleti c rewards, newspaper clippings,
certificates in school and so on. Now just imagine if God had a scrapbook or a photo
album, what snapshots might He include?

This chapter in Hebrews 11 gives us some basic hint s, from at least prominent figures in
the Old Testament. It says things like, “God commen ded Abel by accepting his gifts”;
“Enoch pleased God”; “Noah became an heir of righte ousness that comes by faith”; it
says, “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called t o0 go”; and that “Jacob
worshipped”.

In this chapter we see snapshot after snapshot of G od’s joy He found in His children.
This reads like a Hall of Fame for God’s people. Bu tit's not about fame. They were
commended for their faith in God. It's more like a Hall of Faith. This chapter is like an
Honour Roll for heroes of the faith.

But we know more about these figures and there is m ore to the story than good things.
In this chapter there are no snapshots of Noah’s dr unkenness or Abraham’s he told to
Pharaoh. Nor do we see any news clippings of David’ s adultery and act of murder.
These great men of the Bible had their faults and t heir sins and they were far from
perfect by their own merits. In fact, if all the fa cts were in, this chapter would read more
like a Hall of Shame.

But the truth is that all the facts are in. The Lor d Jesus Christ’s death on Calvary
destroyed sin’s power to accuse those who belong to God by faith. You see, God did
not simply sweep human guilt under the rug and wink an eye at our sin. He atoned for it
all on the cross. Noah's sins are forgiven! Abraham ’s sins are forgiven! By the grace of
God your sins and my sins are forgiven!

This is the forgiveness that comes by God'’s sheer g race alone through faith alone. So
that when all is said and done Hebrews 11 is an acc urate record of the lives lived by
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these people. Through faith in the Lord Jesus Chris t, God counts them as perfect and
has remembered their sin no more.

The Bible says in Romans 3, “There is no one is rig hteous, not even one” and that “all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”. To be righteous in God’s eyes means to
be perfect. Anything other than perfection disqualifies us. Period - case closed. And that
is why Jesus came. He came to be perfect for us. On ly perfection counts and only
Jesus is perfect. That means the only way of salvat ion is through faith in Him.

Sometimes we hear people say, “l hope God will reme mber the good things | have done
and maybe let me into heaven someday.” But that is not how salvation works. We do
not cross our fingers and hope for the best. Salvat ion comes only through faith and faith
alone in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now this concept of faith, however, can sometimes s eem kind of vague and nebulous.
The Bible says we are saved through faith and witho ut faith it is impossible to please
God. Now if our salvation rides on having faith it seems that it's important that we are
clear on what constitutes faith in the Biblical sen se.

In Hebrews 11:1 the Holy Spirit gives a wonderful d efinition for us, “Faith is the
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of th ings not seen.” Now when we think of
being assured of something, it usually refers to be ing certain of something. God willing
we are assured that the sun will rise tomorrow, for example.

There’s a saying that “seeing is believing” and thi s also relates to faith. It says in
Hebrews 11:1 that faith is the conviction of things not seen. In other words, faith is the
reality of what is not seen. Or in other words, fai th gives us sight of that which is
unseen. By faith, though Jesus Christ is hidden fro m our eyes He is very real to us. We
see Him through the eyes of faith and we possess Hi s very essence not with our eyes
but with the faith that He gives.

Faith is like the hand that receives the gift. We g rasp and hold on to Christ through faith,
which God works in you by His grace. This comes in rock solid ways that we can see
and touch such as Baptism and Communion. It comes w henever we read our Bibles
and carry His Word in our hearts each day.

The essence of faith really is trust. But trust in what? Everyone has faith in something,
even atheists trust in something. Many people trust in money, for example, or they trust
in their own abilities or they talk about God in wa y that can mean just about anything.
But when we talk about faith we have to be specific . The kind of faith the Bible talks
about is faith in God through His Son Jesus Christ. The Triune God is the object of our
worship. For the Lord Jesus Christ is God in the fl esh, the revelation of God Himself.
Apart from Him there is no way to know God.

This faith doesn’t come out of thin air though. We can’t manufacture it and putitin a
bottle. In Romans 10 it says, “Faith comes through hearing and hearing by the Word of
Christ.” In other words, faith is a clinging to the Word of God. Notice that faith isn’t
something that comes from us or a good work that gi ves us merit points with God. It
comes from the power of the Word and Sacraments.

One of the great heroes of the faith as mentioned i n this chapter is Abraham. As the
ancestor of faith the Lord God made a promise to Ab raham to give him a son and
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assured him that the number of his offspring would be like the stars. It was a promise for
a physical child as well as spiritual descendents t hat would come after him. Genesis
15:6 shows the essence of faith. It says, “Abraham believed the Lord, and He credited it
to him as righteousness.”

It literally was a credit to his account. It wiped out all the debt of sin and death he owed.
His faith was God-given and through it God counted him as righteous. The reason for
this is that the promise was ultimately fulfilled i n the Lord Jesus Christ.

God'’s promise to Abraham shaped the rest of his lif e. The faith that God gave Abraham
through the promise of His Word directed the course of Abraham’s life. He clung to this
promise through his pilgrimage on earth with the co nfidence that it would ultimately be
fulfilled through the Messiah. As the Lord Jesus Ch rist said to the Jews John’s Gospel
chapter 8, “Your father Abraham rejoiced at the tho ught of seeing my day; he saw it and
was glad.”

It strikes me as ironic sometimes how our trustin God can waver. As Christians we
readily confess our faith in God for the big things like forgiveness of sins and eternal life
and the bodily resurrection on the Last Day. Yet we agonize over the smaller things like
money and daily bread. It seems to me that our prio rities often get mixed up to the point
that our confession of faith is not consistent with our view of earthly things. How easily
we fall into this trap.

Faith is a fragile thing. One moment we will have G od’s Word firm in our hearts and
minds and the next it takes the back burner. In the Gospel reading our Lord Jesus
Christ sets us straight with a Word of promise. He says, “Do not seek what you are to
eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. For all the nations of the world seek after
these things, and your Father knows that you need t hem. Instead, seek His kingdom,
and these things will be added to you.” He says, “F ear not, little flock, for it is your
Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”

Faith in the wrong things and worry chokes our fait h. But when our focus is clearly on
Christ and God’s Word then all things fall into pla ce. This is not wishful thinking. It is the
promise from Jesus Christ Himself. And so, is worry ing a problem in your life? If you're
like me it probably is. Is our church worried about money? It would seem so for the most
part. Is it God’s will for us to worry? Most certai nly not! Worry is the opposite of faith.
Rather, Jesus says, “Come to me all you who are bur dened and | will give you rest.”
God invites us to focus on His Word and to keep our eyes on His Kingdom and mission
to show His love to the world and share the sweet G ospel of Jesus Christ. And He will
surely take care of whatever needs should come up a long the way. His love never fails.

Indeed, faith is the assurance of things hoped for and the conviction of things not seen.
May the certainty of God’s love in Jesus be an anch or for your soul. May His Word take
deep root and guard you in all your ways. And the L ord Jesus Christ will surely light our
way through this temporary world until we see Him i n His glorious Kingdom. Amen. The
peace of God that surpasses all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus. Amen.

Copyright © 2010 Ascension Lutheran Church
Page 3 of 3 www.AscensionLutheran.ca



