Ascension Lutheran Church

Pastor Godkin’s Sermon for the week of August 1, BD
Life Does Not Consist in Abundance of Jesus (Luke 1 2:13-21)

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father a nd from the Lord Jesus
Christ. Our text is from the 12 ™ chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke:

“Someone in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, tell m y brother to divide the
inheritance with me.’

14Jesus replied, ‘Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?’
>Then He said to them, ‘Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a
one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”

This is the text.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, About 100 year s ago there was a man named
John Henry Jowett. He was a pastor and influential author from England. He once
had this to say about the value of money. “The real measure of our wealth is how
much we'd be worth if we lost all our money.”

Money is a topic that almost all people are interes ted in and it is a topic that the
Bible speaks of a great deal as well. There are abo ut 250 verses in the Bible which
talk about money. And many of the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ involved
money in some way. So why all the interest in money , we might ask? In Biblical
times and even more so in our present time, people live in a consumerist society.
And the way that we treat our possessions affects m ore than our pocketbooks. It
indicates our spiritual condition.

There is a deceitful teaching going around in many churches these days,
particularly in many of the mega-churches we see on TV. Itis called the prosperity
gospel. In this so called “prosperity gospel” God i s seen basically as a giant vending
machine. It says we simply put in faith and out pop s blessings — money, homes,
cars, good neighbours, big churches, and plush vacations, and all the health and
wealth you can ever imagine.

In our text today, our Lord Jesus Christ makes it ¢ rystal clear that His teaching
about possessions is the direct opposite, the very antithesis of such a covetous and
selfish outlook.

For our lives, the real question is: Of what does m vy life consist? Jesus tells us here
to “take care, and be on your guard against all cov etousness, for one’s life does not
consist in the abundance of his possessions.”

Then He gave a parable about a man who considered h is possessions to be the
most important things in his life. God had blessed the man with abundant crops and
made him wealthy. He had a whole lot of things, too many things than he knew what
to do with. So what did he do? It says he thought t o himself, “I will tear down my
barns and build larger ones, and there | will store all my grain and my goods... Then
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| will say to myself, self, you have ample goods la id up for many years; relax, eat,
drink and be merry!”

His only thought was “I, I, I, me, me, me”. It didn 't even occur to him to use his
wealth to help somebody; or that God had blessed hi m so many things so that he
might be a blessing to other people.

This is the consumerist mentality really. The autom atic assumption for most people
is that if | get more money | automatically spend i t on myself; nicer clothes, a plush
vacation, a bigger home, more luxurious car, etc. W hat makes the rich man in the
parable a fool is not that he had possessions but t hat he was completely self-
centred in how he used and viewed them. He did not thank God for his blessings
nor did he do anything good with them. And he never looked beyond this world and
acted as though he was entitled to his good things.

Basically, he was only concerned with his own pleas ure and had no interest in the
kingdom of God or life after death. Death was not o n his radar obviously. If it had
been he would have realized that you take nothing w ith you when you die. As Job
said, “Naked | came from my mother's womb, and nake d | will depart. The LORD
gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of t he LORD be praised.”

King Solomon, despite all his faults realized this like Job. He said, “Vanity of
vanities! All is vanity...” He said it was vanity to work for things to collect them only
to leave them to the man who will come after him. T his, he said, is a chasing after
the wind.

In the 1st century, which is when this parable in t he Gospel reading was told society
was obviously different than it is today. Then, the re was a greater divide between
rich and poor. Very few people were rich and there were a limited number of goods.
The greatest potential evil of being wealthy in the 1st century was that one would
horde wealth rather than giving it to the poor beca use there is only so much to go
around.

In our context you still have a divide between weal thy and poor but it is a little
different because there is more than enough to go a round. The danger for us in the
21% century is 2-fold: 1) That we become greedy and no t share with those less
fortunate; and 2) That we find ourselves able to ac tually chase after and accumulate
more possessions. One could say that the temptation is greater now because there
is more stuff available and we are blessed with mor e.

But why are we so prone to chase after money and po ssessions? In reality it is a
false sense of security. And for someone who does n ot believe in God, money could
provide a false sense of salvation. In buying thing s one can find momentary
excitement, perhaps a sense of accomplishment and h ope, that is, until we get tired
of our new purchase and want something else.

Billionaire Donald Trump once said this, “Whoever s aid money can’t buy happiness
didn’t know where to shop?” We don’t have to be a m illionaire to identify with this
self-deluded statement on some level. Sadly, we ten d to equate a person’s value by
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things like the size of their house, their car, the ir job — all these kinds of status
symbols.

But if we look at the people who were rich before G od in the New Testament most
of them were dirt poor. The apostles sold their pos sessions to give to the poor and
Christ Himself had no place to lay His head. While Mr. Trump’s statement has a
certain sense of humour to it, it sadly reveals an inherent sense of discontentment
prevalent in our society. If we see our inherent va lue in the things we acquire and
desire then we will never be satisfied and we will begin to forget about God.

The real question we have to ask ourselves is, “Of what does my life consist? Life
consists in being rich toward God. His Kingdom last s forever. This world is going to
pass away. If we put our hope in the things we own it’s like setting up sand castles.
It is simply in vain.

Scripture says that the Lord Jesus Christ became po or to make us rich, not with
million dollar mansions and diamond shoes, but with something much, much, much
better: With His presence, His love, His eternal li fe, His Kingdom.

We are rich toward God when we can see beyond ourse Ives; when we can see
things we have as having God as their rightful owne r and when we can look use
them for His glory and for our neighbour’s good. Lu ther had an interesting comment
about possessions. He said, “If our goods are not a vailable to the community, they
are stolen goods.” This harkens back to the view of the apostles in Acts 4, “No one
claimed that any of his possessions was his own, bu t they shared everything they
had.”

Notice it does not say that having possessions is a sin. It means that we are to use
them for God’s purposes. If one has a nice home, fo r example, it is a blessing one
can use to give hospitality to one’s neighbour.

A wonderful word from Scripture concerning possessions is from First Timothy 6:17.
St. Paul writes, “Command those who are rich in thi s present world not to be
arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope
in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.”

| don’t know if this is true of all of us but most of us should be giving away more of
our money. How many things do we have collecting du st at home? And not
necessarily to the congregation, it could be to som eplace else. There are many
good charities: Lutheran World Relief, a local preg nancy crisis centre, habitat for
humanity, just to name a few.

Friends, we are rich toward God when we look beyond this present world. The
kingdom that lasts forever is God’s kingdom. This p resent world is like sand castles.
It's going to disappear when the Lord Jesus Christ returns. The only real hope is in
the Kingdom that Christ prepared for us by His suff ering and death and resurrection.

Indeed, life consists in being rich toward God. Jes us said you can't serve God and
money and thanks be to Jesus that He gives us somet hing far greater than the filthy
lucre. He gives eternal life and eternal fulfilmen t. He gives forgiveness and ultimate
comfort and fellowship in His glorious Kingdom. Jes us is the priceless treasure as
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the hymn says, “Fount of purest pleasure...Hence, all earthly treasure, Jesus is my
pleasure.”

Friends, no, life does not consist in the abundance of possessions. It consists in the
abundance of the Lord Jesus Christ in our lives. Ma y His Word permeate all that we
do so that all we have may be used for His purposes . And so with the strength that
He provides through the Word and Sacraments let us hold on to what we already
have. Let us cling to the supreme riches we have in Christ our Saviour. For He is
the King of kings and Lord of lords and He is the G lory of all glories. Thanks be to
God. Go in peace, serve the Lord. Amen. The peace o f God that surpasses all
understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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