Ascension Lutheran Church

Pastor Godkin’s Sermon for the week of July 25, 201
How to Guide to Prayer (Luke 11:1-13)

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father a nd from the Lord Jesus Christ.
Our text is from the 11™ chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke:

Jesus said, “I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and
it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks rec eives, and the one who seeks finds,
and to the one who knocks it will be opened.”

This is the text.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, How many of us like to talk? | would say that a good
conversation is one of the great pleasures in life. Perhaps that is why the average adult
speaks at least a few thousand words each day, even tens of thousands for some
adults each day. We take the ability to talk for gr anted though don’t we? It’s just
something people do. It comes naturally. But does i t really come that naturally. If we
look at babies, for example, they have to learn how to talk and communicate. It's a
process that takes months and develops within the f irst few years of life.

Well, the same is true with talking in our spiritua | life. In order to communicate with our
Heavenly Father we need to learn how to talk to Him . We need to learn His language.
This is what we call prayer. Prayer that pleases Go d does not come naturally. As it says
in Romans 8:26, “We do not know how to pray as we s hould.”

With Jesus, the disciples saw firsthand the best ex ample of a life of prayer. They
noticed that when He got up in the morning the firs t thing He did was pray and went He
went to sleep at night the last thing He did was pr ay. They also noticed that He set
aside time during the day to pray. They noticed tha t He had a constant communion with
His Heavenly Father and they wanted that too. But t hey realized they didn’t know how to
pray like Him. They sensed the shallowness of their prayer life and they wanted more.
They sensed that like ourselves, prayer was often d one without thinking, only really
mouthing the words. And they realized that like us, by nature, we are moved to pray
only in times of crisis. But they wanted a prayer | ife that was deeper and more
meaningful. So they said to Jesus, “Lord, teach us to pray.”

Prayer that pleases God is a daily response to His Word. Our devotions should consist
of essentially two things: God’s Word through which He speaks to us; and our prayers
through which we respond to Him. In our worship ser vice each Sunday we follow this
too. First we His Word in the introit and the readi ngs and the sermon and then we
respond by offering our prayers in what is called i n the liturgy, “The Prayer of the
Church”.

The closer to God’s Word we cling, the more we lear n how to pray and what to pray for.
In Romans 8 it says that in our weakness the Spirit helps us pray, He intercedes for us.
And the more we can be filled with God’s Word the m ore we will be filled with the Holy
Spirit and, hence, the deeper our prayer life will be as a result.
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Friends, God is our strength. As Jesus has said, “A Il things are possible with God.” His
gift of prayer is for all of life and not reserved for only special occasions. St. Paul wrote
in Philippians 4, “Be anxious for nothing, but in e verything, by prayer and petition, with

thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” For th e Lord Jesus Christ is the Rock that
will never crumble.

Once upon a time a certain country prepared to crow n their new king. Crowds lined the
streets to see the new king pass in procession. A 1 2 year old boy was in the crowd. He
wanted desperately to come closer to the new king. So he began pushing his way
through the crowd. He was able to get as far as the guards and he tried to get past them
too. But the guards stopped the boy and said, “You cannot get through here; don’t you
know this man is the king?” The young boy replied, “He may be the king, but he is also
my dad!”

What a privilege that we can come to God’s heavenly throne with the same confidence
as this 12 year old boy who went directly to his fa ther, the king. It says in Galatians
chapter 4 that through Jesus Christ we are adopted children of God and this gives the
courage we need to pray with boldness in faith that He hears us. For it says in

Romans 8, “You have not received a spirit of slaver y leading to fear again, but you have
received a spirit of adoption as sons. And by Him w e cry out, ‘Abba! Father!”

Near the end of Luther’s life his dear wife, Katie became very worried for his health. And
so Luther wrote a letter while away from home that year to comfort his wife Katie. He
told her not to worry but instead to “pray, and let God worry.” He said, “You have
certainly not been commanded to worry about me or a bout yourself. ‘Cast your burden
on the Lord, and He will sustain you,’ as is writte n in Psalm 55:22 and many more
passages.”

God wants us to help us and He invites us to take o ur needs to Him: In Psalm 50 He
says, “Call upon Me in the day of trouble; | will r escue you, and you will honour Me”.
And in His love God desires that we speak to Him no t only about the things we need but
also about everything that is on our minds, especia lly those things that worry us.

When children talk about their concerns and their j oys those who are good and loving
parents are generally pleased to welcome their chil dren and help them however they
can. In the same way God is greatly pleased when we talk with Him through prayer
about everything that is on our minds and hearts. W e can pour out our hearts to God
daily in prayer and tell Him everything. He wants u s to unload our burdens on Him. He
knows He can carry the load better than we can.

The reason God hears our prayer is not because we a re good people and it is not
because we have a feeling that He hears us. The rea son God hears our prayer is
because Jesus Christ has reconciled us to God by Hi s atoning sacrifice. Faith in the
forgiveness of sins earned by Christ on the cross i s what moves God to hear our
prayers and answer them. But if someone does not re pent of his sins and does not trust
in Jesus Christ that person should not expect to re ceive anything from God. As it says in
Hebrews 11, “Without faith it is impossible to plea se God.”

But because of Christ God opens the kingdom of heav en to you. He says, “Ask, and it
will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knoc k, and it will be opened to you.” He
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says in First John chapter 5, “This is the confiden ce that we have in Him, that if we ask
anything according to His will, He hears us.”

Now this is a great promise but there seems to be a question that arises. What is God’s
will? In general, God’s will for our life is to liv e according to the Ten Commandments.
And the summary of the Ten Commandments is to love God and trust in Him through
Jesus and to love our neighbour as ourselves. God u ses prayer as a way to include us
in doing His will. Being in communion with Christ G od moves us to pray answers our
prayers offered according to His will. And what is God’s will for this world but to save it
through Christ...And so the very best thing we can pr ay for someone is for their
salvation.

God will give what is the very best for you but it might not be what you expect. Maybe
you want a new Mercedes Benz. But that might not be good for your soul if it comes
from an impure motive. God has your eternal salvati on in mind and He gives what we
need most. The golden rule that should regulate all of our prayers is this, “Not as | will,
but as You will.” Jesus gives us this model in the Lord’s Prayer, which is the perfect,
most complete prayer, which He graciously places up on our lips. In this prayer we say,
“Our Father, who art in heaven, Thy will be done...”

When we begin each prayer conversation with God by seeing His love and grace in
Jesus, we can then pray with thanksgiving and we ca n begin to speak to God in His
language. And we can pray in faith and expectant ho pe. As St. Paul wrote, “Rejoice in
the Lord always; again | will say, rejoice! Be anxi ous for nothing, but in everything by
prayer and petition with thanksgiving let your requ ests be made known to God”
(Philippians 4).

As we sang earlier in the hymn of the day, indeed,
“Amen, that is, so shall it be.

Make strong our faith in You, that we

May doubt not but with trust believe

That what we ask we shall receive.

This in Your name and at Your Word

We say, “Amen, O hear us, Lord!”

Amen. The peace of God that surpasses all understan ding keep your hearts and minds
in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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