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Ascension Lutheran Church 
Pastor Godkin’s Sermon for the week of July 18, 2010 

Who Has the Last Laugh (Genesis 18:10-14) 

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father a nd from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Our text is from the 18 th chapter of Genesis: 
10 “Then the LORD said, ‘I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah 
your wife will have a son.’ Now Sarah was listening  at the entrance to the tent, which 
was behind him. 11 Abraham and Sarah were already old and well advanc ed in years, 
and Sarah was past the age of childbearing. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself as she 
thought, ‘After I am worn out and my master is old,  will I now have this pleasure?’ 
13 Then the LORD said to Abraham, ‘Why did Sarah laug h and say, ‘Will I really have a 
child, now that I am old?’ 14 Is anything too hard for the LORD? I will return t o you at the 
appointed time next year and Sarah will have a son. ’” 

This is the text. 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, sometimes we h ear people say that God must have 
a sense of humour. We know the word joy is found fr equently in the Scriptures. What 
about the word laugh? Laughter is mentioned 33 time s in the Old Testament and 6 
times in the New Testament. Sometimes laughter is b rought about by doubt and 
unbelief. At other times it is a laughter of joy ov er the salvation God has won for us. 

God wants us to laugh for joy for the salvation He has won for us. Jesus tells us in His 
own words, “Blessed are you who weep now, for you w ill laugh” (Lk. 6:21). There may 
be sorrow in our lives and perhaps reasons for us t o weep. But there will come a time 
when the weeping will be replaced by laughter over what God has done for us, and we 
will weep no more. 

In our text it says that Sarah laughed and she is n ot alone. In the chapter before when 
God promised Abraham a son in his old age it says t hat Abraham laughed. We laugh in 
response to God’s promises, sometimes in Christian joy and sometimes in unbelief. And 
the world also laughs, many laugh at our faith. But  the question is, Who gets the last 
laugh? As the old saying goes, “He who laughs last laughs best.” 

Take, for example, Abraham laughing at God’s promis e. When God promised Abraham 
a son, “Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, ‘Will a son be born to a 
man a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at  the age of ninety?’” (Gen 17:17). 
Abraham did not think it was possible. So he had a son by Sarah’s maid. But God was 
not talking about that son. God was talking about t he son that would come from Sarah. 

God then invited Abraham to “look up at the heavens  and count the stars—if indeed you 
can count them. So shall your offspring be” (Gen 15 :5). Is it surprising that at nearly 100 
years of age Abraham laughed at such a promise? Yet , God would work a miracle. 
Abraham laughed in doubt when the promise was made.  But it was no joke. God would 
keep the promise. Abraham would laugh again, not in  doubt but in joy over the birth of 
his son. 
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In our text three visitors came to Abraham. Who wer e they? We know that one was the 
Lord himself. The other two were angels. God was no w going to let Sarah in on all of 
this. God wanted Sarah to laugh for joy. God wants us all to laugh for joy in his unique 
and astonishing promises. 

God tells the events that will occur. Sarah would h ave a child by the time they returned 
a year later. “I will surely return to you about th is time next year, and Sarah your wife will 
have a son” (Gen 18:10). All the while Sarah is lis tening behind the tent flap. When she 
hears these words she could not help but laugh. Onl y, it was not a laughter of joy. By no 
means! It was the laughter of doubt. It angered God . The laughter of unbelief always 
angers God. He asked, “Why did Sarah laugh?” (v 13) . To Sarah, the promise seemed 
utterly ridiculous. She was just too old to have ch ildren, so she thought. It could not be 
possible. She had some serious doubts about this on e. 

People laughed at Jesus too. Remember how He came t o the house of a man named 
Jairus, whose daughter had died? When Jesus told th em she was just sleeping, they 
laughed in unbelief. But the laughter of unbelief c hanged to laughter of joy when the 
Lord Jesus Christ raised the little girl from death . 

Do we laugh at God’s promises? Do we laugh when we think God will provide for all we 
need every day? We at times have laughed at the pro mises of God. When we are 
struggling with temptation, when we are beaten down  by the world, when we are sick, 
when we are fighting financial troubles, we laugh i nside at God’s promises. They just 
can’t be. They’re too good to be true. No way! God asked Sarah and Abraham a 
question, and this question is for you and me too: “Is anything too hard for the LORD?” 
(v 14). Is there a time when your troubles are too big for God? The answer is no. 

Sometimes perhaps we laugh in frustration when we s eem overloaded with things to do. 
But in the Gospel text Martha was not laughing. Mar tha was upset that Mary was not 
helping her with preparing the food. Instead she wa s sitting down quietly listening to 
Jesus’ words. In Ecclesiastes 3:1 it says, “There i s a season for everything, and a 
season for every activity under the sun.” In our co ngregation there is a time to be a 
Mary and a time to be a Martha. We tend to notice p eople’s actions more than their 
listening. In the church, the “Martha Circles” so t o speak take centre stage. Activity is 
what we notice most. We tend to give highest honour s to those who are the busiest and 
the most productive. 

But there is a time to be active and there is a tim e to simply listen and deeply digest 
God’s Word. At times we can identify with Martha an d at other times with Mary. Both 
listening and serving are part of the Christian lif e but the better part is the listening. 

Because it is in the listening to God’s Word that o ur faith is strengthened in Jesus 
Christ. Faith comes through hearing not by doing an d we are saved through faith. We 
need to hear God’s Word more than we need breakfast , lunch and supper. 

For it is in His Word that our Lord Jesus Christ gi ves the joy of our salvation makes us 
almost laugh with the ultimate hope of eternal life . 

When God gave His promise Sarah would soon be laugh ing for joy. God convicted her 
for her unbelief that day. She came to believe the promise. For the writer of Hebrews 
says, “By faith even Sarah herself received ability  to conceive, even beyond the proper 
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time of life, since she considered him faithful who  had promised” (Heb 11:11). How was 
that again? By faith! By faith in the promise of Go d, promises he always keeps, the 
laughter of unbelief is changed to the laughter of joy. Abraham and Sarah did laugh for 
joy when their son was born. 

There would be another special Son born. A Son of p romise! Promised by God to the 
world. In Him all nations of the world would be ble ssed. This, too, was the promise to 
Abraham. From his seed would come forth one who wou ld be a blessing to all people. 
Yes, they would laugh at this Son. They would laugh  because he said he was the Son 
of God. They would laugh at him when he would not c ome down from the cross. They 
laughed in unbelief, scorn, and mockery. Still the promise is sure, “Everyone who looks 
to the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal l ife, and I will raise him up at the last 
day” (Jn 6:40). No way, they said. Yet, once again God keeps his promises. The most 
astonishing, unique promise is that through Jesus C hrist you have eternal life. 

Through Christ you are sons and daughters of God. J ust as a son of promise was born 
to Abraham and Sarah, so we are children of the pro mise made to us in Jesus Christ. 
He was the Promised One from Abraham’s line, from D avid’s line. He has conquered 
our unbelief! He is living proof that God keeps His  promises, for he rose again on the 
third day and is alive today. “To those who believe d in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God” (Jn 1:12). 

Today God wants you to laugh for joy. He wants you to know He will keep His promises 
made to you. Sarah confessed, “God has brought me l aughter, and everyone who hears 
about this will laugh with me” (Gen 21:6). God has brought you to laughter too. Others 
laugh at your faith, your witness in this world. Bu t who cares! You are laughing for joy in 
His promises. You will stand before the throne of G od someday and laugh for joy for 
you are in heaven forever. Let’s emulate Mary and l isten to Him each day. For it is only 
by His Word that we can have the power to turn from  the distractions of the passing 
world and our sinful desires and receive a new life  and the Holy Spirit to guide us in 
God’s ways. 

Now back to our original question: Who got the last  laugh? Sarah laughed at God, and 
Abraham did too. But God got the last laugh. For He  said the name of the son born to 
them would be Isaac. In this we find a touch of God ’s sense of humour, because the 
Hebrew name Isaac is translated “he laughs.” God go t the last laugh. Through Jesus 
Christ God will give you the joy of laughter in His  forgiveness, in His salvation, and in 
His promises. And through His promise, you will lau gh forever. Amen. The peace of 
God that surpasses all understanding keep your hear ts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 


