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Ascension Lutheran Church 
Pastor Godkin’s Sermon for the week of July 11, 2010 

How to Be a Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) 

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father a nd from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Our text is from the 10 th chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke: 

Jesus said to him, “‘Which of these three, do you t hink proved to be a neighbour to 
the man who fell among the robbers?’ He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’ 
And Jesus said to him, ‘You go, and do likewise.’” 

This is the text. 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, the story of t he Good Samaritan is one of the 
most well-known parables of Jesus. There are hospit als named after this “good 
Samaritan” and his name has become an expression fo r someone who shows 
unusual kindness and extraordinary care for someone  in need. Across Canada and 
the U.S. there is the “Good Sam RV Club” which prov ides campground discounts and 
other sort of benefits. We also have “Good Samarita n Laws” that protect people who 
choose to help others who are sick or injured. To c all someone a “Good Samaritan” is 
to pay them a great compliment. 

Within the parable of the Good Samaritan we find a picture or a mirror if you will, of 
human relationships, how we interact with one anoth er in real life. Here we see 
examples of what not to do and a good example of wh at to do for our neighbour. 

This parable of the Good Samaritan opens with quite  a violent scene: we see a man 
minding his own business as he walks down the road and is met by a group of thugs 
who rob him, beat him senseless, take his clothes a nd leave him half dead on the 
side of the road, completely helpless. Now one way of looking at this story is that it 
represents on a larger scale the sins that man comm its against one another. And we 
don’t need to look far to see similar acts of viole nce and atrocities in the world: the 
needless wars being fought overseas which in the en d benefit only a select group of 
ruling elites; we see murders, muggings, gang viole nce and the list goes on and on. 

While most of us, I assume, do not do violent thing s on a regular basis I’m sure that 
we do things that end up hurting other people nonet heless: a moment of letting our 
temper get out of hand, for instance, leads to a so ur face, then to a harsh tone of 
voice, and then perhaps to saying some hurtful word s. There is power in words and 
they can be used for good but if used unwisely word s can hurt one’s soul even more 
than physical acts of aggression. As James wrote, “ The tongue is a restless evil, full 
of deadly poison.” 

But perhaps the majority of our sins are those thin gs we don’t do. Oftentimes, it’s 
those things that are not so obvious. We call these  sins of omission: things we should 
have done but didn’t do. This is what this parable is getting at. 
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As the man is lying there half dead on the side of the road a priest sees him but 
passes him by on the other side of the road and pre tends like nothing happened. 
One would think that a priest of all people might s how at least a certain degree of 
care and concern but he seemingly doesn’t want to t ouch the man with a ten foot 
pole. The same goes for the man who passed by next;  this time it was a Levite. 

Now our first instinct is to think, “How could they  be so cold? Where’s their 
compassion?” No doubt the priest and the Levite wou ld have had their reasons and 
rationalizations. Perhaps they thought that by touc hing the poor man it would have 
made them spiritually unclean. Or, perhaps they wer e in a hurry and seemingly had 
more important things to attend to. Or, perhaps the y just couldn’t be bothered and 
they used their religion as a convenient excuse. 

But what makes their neglect so devastatingly appli cable to our daily lives is that 
we—like them—are religious people. And what makes t heir failure in compassion so 
relevant to us is that the excuses for our neglect of giving charity to others are every 
bit as “reasonable”—and wrong—as their possible exc uses. 

There are times when we could do more with the tale nts God has given us and with 
the time and with the things God has given us. One of our great weaknesses as 
Christians is the “A” word: Apathy. One minute we f eel energized and refreshed from 
the Word of God and fervent about our faith and the n the next minute, we seem to be 
more concerned about the next TV show on the schedu le. It is so tempting to choose 
the less troubling path. There is a conflict betwee n our two natures. The things of the 
world are a distraction from our walk with Christ. 

Compassion for the weak and the helpless, mercy and  concern for the less 
privileged, that is to define the life of those who  follow Christ. Jesus says in Matthew 
5, “You are the light of the world. A city on a hil l cannot be hidden.” Paul wrote in 
Galatians 5 that in God’s eyes, “The only thing tha t counts is faith expressing itself 
through love.” That is where the rubber hits the ro ad. In His love while we were still 
spiritually dead the Lord Jesus Christ redeemed us and made us alive in Him and 
Baptized us and gave us a new life to live through His love and to reflect His love in 
our lives. 

On April 27 th of this year a woman was being attacked by two men  on the streets of 
New York City. In this instance somebody did get in volved. A man from Guatemala 
stepped in and fought off the two men and saved the  woman’s life. But sadly, he was 
stabbed and he was left on the sidewalk unable to m ove slowly dying all night long. 
The next day the surveillance camera showed the man  still lying in a heap on the 
sidewalk as people simply walked on by, looking at the man in bewilderment but 
seemingly lacking the empathy and courage to get in volved to help him. Very sadly, 
the man died without help from a single bystander. 

It’s a sad commentary on the state of our society. It seems that as we become more 
and more individualized in society and more and mor e plugged in to our iPods and 
frivolous entertainment and personal affairs that w e are losing touch with our 
humanity and our concern for our neighbour. 
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At times it can be confusing as to the best course of action. The world is obviously a 
complicated place and things don’t always seem so b lack and white. Wouldn’t it be 
great if we had clear-cut directives about each sit uation we face in our life! But 
instead, God gives us freedom to make our own decis ions and He gives us one 
simple principle to live by. And that is to love. L ove is the fulfillment of the Law. 

The Samaritan in the parable is a model for our dee ds of love and compassion. The 
Samaritan befriended a racial enemy. The Jews to th e south in Jerusalem and the 
Samaritans to the north enemies; they were like oil  and water and yet the Samaritan 
put their differences aside to help his fellow man.  

The parable shows that the Samaritan was willing to  go the extra mile. The love he 
showed through his actions seemed to have no limits . We see that his good works 
snowballed as he reached out to the man. It says he  bound up his wounds and put 
on oil and wine. Then he brought him to an inn and took care of him and arranged for 
the innkeeper to extend his care to the poor man. H e went way out of his way for this 
perfect stranger and he had no reward for his effor ts. It was a pure sacrificial kind of 
love. 

This Good Samaritan reminds us of Jesus doesn’t it… He is the ultimate Good 
Samaritan for this hurting world. He is a model for  us and yet He is much more than 
the model. He is the means and the power for us to begin to emulate Him. 

Like the Samaritan, Jesus befriended His enemies. I t says in Romans 5 that “at just 
the right time, when we were still powerless, Chris t died for the ungodly”… and that 
“God demonstrates His own love for us in this: Whil e we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us.” He set no limits to His love. He even unde rwent death and damnation on our 
behalf, to save us. Before we came to faith we were  that helpless individual on the 
side of the road left for dead. But Jesus came to u s; He bound up our wounds on the 
cross and gave us a new life by His resurrection. H e cares for us and He has 
promised to be ours for all eternity. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ’s life, death, and resurrecti on not only give us eternal life, but 
He also empowers our deeds of compassion; He enable s us to “go, and do likewise” 
(v 37). It says in First John 4, “We love because H e first loved us.” In other words, we 
can love God because He first loved us in Christ an d this love of God that now lives 
in us can spill over into love for others. In short , it is Christ’s love that takes away our 
burdens and enables us to do likewise for others, t o love as He has loved us. 

Love is not always easy that’s for sure but that’s why we have the Holy Scriptures. 
The more we can be fed with His Word and Sacraments  and the Good News of 
Christ’s love for us, the more we can begin to emul ate His compassion to others 
around us. 
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The prayer of St. Francis captures this spirit of C hristian love quite well. I would like 
to read that now: 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace, 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy; 
O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive; 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life . 

Indeed, through Christ, God’s love is with you alwa ys and He is your strength. Go in 
peace. Amen. The peace of God that surpasses all un derstanding, keep your hearts 
and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


