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Ascension Lutheran Church 
Pastor Godkin’s Sermon for the week of June 27, 2010 

The Net Gain (Luke 9:51-62) 

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father a nd from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. Our text is from the 9 th chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke: 

“Jesus said to the man, ‘No one who puts his hand t o the plough and looks back is fit for 
the kingdom of God.’” 

This is the text. 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, What is the bo ttom line in your life? That’s an 
important to answer to answer in a world where prof it and loss seems to be the most 
important concerns. But isn’t comparing our spiritu al “bottom line” to financial concerns 
like comparing apples and oranges? 

The Samaritans in our text could see no ‘gain’ in h aving the Christ stay with them 
overnight. Samaria was the region north of Jerusale m and the Jews of Jerusalem, in the 
region of Judah did not accept the Samaritans as tr ue Jews and people of God. 
Likewise, the people of Samaria despised the people  of Judah. And so when the people 
of Samaria heard that Jesus was heading toward Jeru salem they were jealous and they 
despised Him. They thought they had no gain by welc oming Him. 

On one occasion when the famous artist, Michael Ang elo was pressured into doing a 
particular work of art, someone warned him, “It may  cost your life.” The great artist’s 
response was, “What else is life for?” Had the Sama ritans forgotten what life is for? Our 
life is going to be used up in some way. By the gui dance of the Holy Spirit, it can be 
used for a divine, good purpose as we follow in the  footsteps of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
What else is life for? 

Our Saviour points out that the net gain for those who would follow Him is much 
different from what the world considers gain. The r ule of thumb in playing the stock 
market they say is to buy low and sell high. In the  business world we measure net gain 
in terms of profits, in terms of dollars and cents,  revenue minus expenses, that sort of 
thing. What the world considers gain is the accumul ation of assets, basically to own a 
whole lot of stuff. This stuff can be material poss essions, or it can also be status such 
as one’s job or position in society, etc. 

But the gain for those who would follow Jesus is th e opposite. St. Paul wrote to the 
Philippians in chapter 1, “To live is Christ and to  die is gain.” Now Paul is not advocating 
suicide by any means. But he underlines the fact th at having Christ makes us richer 
than all the Rockefellers, all the Rothschilds and the J.P. Morgans, and all the wealth of 
the world combined. 

Paul went on to write, “I eagerly expect and hope t hat I will in no way be ashamed, but 
will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ may be exalted in my body.” 
Paul wrote this while he was serving a prison sente nce for his Christian faith. For Him, 
the net gain in following Jesus far outweighed any hardship he might experience in his 
life. He saw that salvation and eternal life and de liverance from evil is the ultimate gain. 
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We see in our text that following Jesus does not gu arantee physical advantage. There is 
no such thing as a prosperity Gospel like some of t he evangelical preachers on T.V. 
proclaim, where if we give enough to our church God  will make us healthy and wealthy. 
Nowhere in the Bible does it say God will give us a  Mercedes and a winning lottery 
ticket. The true riches are not in this world. To b e rich is to have Christ and to have 
fellowship with God through Him. The real riches ar e the kingdom of heaven. 

Having said that God will surely always provide for  all our needs but He won’t pamper 
us if it is not good for our character. As Christ s aid, “The Son of Man has no where to 
lay His head.” He was on His way to the cross. Foll owing Jesus is a life of self-denial. 
We too must place earthly concerns second, even whe n they involve the most sacred of 
relationships: family members. Jesus never promised  His disciples a life of ease, but 
rather a life of self-denial and blood-stained cros ses. “If any want to become my 
followers,” He warned, ‘let them deny themselves an d take up their cross daily and 
follow me’ (Luke 9:23). 

St. Paul writes in the epistle reading that it was “for freedom that Christ has set us free.” 
The kind of freedom he is talking about here is a s piritual freedom that makes the 
conscience joyful and free knowing that for the sak e of Christ God will not show us 
wrath, but rather, He has become for us our graciou s and merciful Heavenly Father. 

It is a freedom that is greater than a political fr eedom from a tyrannical government as 
well. It is a freedom that outlasts the things of t his world where we have the Supreme 
Majesty kindly disposed toward us, protecting and h elping us, and finally even setting us 
free physically with the resurrection to come when Christ returns on the Last Day. 

In God’s kingdom there is great gain in denying our  sinful desires and impulses. This 
net gain is, essentially, freedom. Jesus says in th e Gospel text, “No one who puts his 
hand to the plough and looks back is fit for the ki ngdom of God”. In other words, to truly 
follow Him we cannot have one foot in the world and  one foot in His Kingdom. It is to be 
an all-or-nothing devotion. This ability to give ou rselves to Him, of course, all comes 
from His abundant grace. Our spiritual walk is buil t on the foundation that we are 
already reconciled to God through Christ’s sacrific e and only through His sacrifice and 
that His love and gracious favour supplies all that  we need, whenever we need it. God is 
available and willing to help for all things. 

Jesus said, “I have come that they may have life an d have it to the full”. He said, “The 
truth will set you free.” The net gain of having Je sus as our loving Redeemer is that we 
know the truth and in the truth of Jesus we have fo rgiveness and eternal life. He came 
to set us free from the things that lead to death s uch as sorcery, hatred, idolatry, greed, 
lust, pride, etc. Rather, He came to set our eyes o n His atoning sacrifice and 
resurrection so we might grow in bearing the fruits  of the Spirit as we strive to emulate 
our Saviour. These fruits are love and joy and peac e and patience and kindness and 
goodness faithfulness and gentleness and self-contr ol. 

Friends, we are living in the Last Days before Chri st’s return. As the demonic forces of 
evil continue to work through the occult mystery sc hools and influence the politicians 
and powerful bankers of the world, there will be in  the years ahead a growing hostility 
toward Christians. The violence we saw yesterday at  the G20 Summit is just a foretaste 
of growing violence and civil unrest and confusion in the world. There is a persecution 
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coming to the people of God. It will attempt to tak e our freedom and the life we have in 
Christ. 

But our Lord promises ultimate victory over the wor st that Satan can throw at us. We 
have the resurrection and the life. We have the Goo d Shepherd, we have the Lord 
Almighty on our side. Let’s hold on to Him with all  our mind and heart and soul and 
strength by the grace He provides. 

Friends, the gain we have in Jesus outlasts anythin g on earth. It is more gain than 
anything in this world. The net gain is this: follo wing Jesus in faith leads to an eternity in 
heaven by His grace. Jesus kept traveling until He reached the cross, where He finally 
offered His life as the sacrifice for the world’s s in. His journey continued as He rose and 
ascended to heaven, which is also our final destina tion as long as we follow Jesus. 

Friends, a terrible fire broke out in a large build ing. A mother rushed into the flames and 
saved her child, but the mother was terribly burned . Her face was disfigured for the rest 
of her life. 

After her daughter had grown up, she came home from  college one day. Her name was 
Belle. When her disfigured mother came to meet her at the bus station the girl’s young 
friends whispered, “Oh Belle, who is that horrid-lo oking woman? She seems to be 
looking at you.” 

Belle could have said, “I don’t know her,” denying the mother who had risked her life for 
her (just like many people deny the Lord Jesus, who  suffered and died for them). But 
instead Belle smiled, raised her hand, and waved, a nd told her friends, “That’s my 
mother; I owe my life to her twice over!” In much t he same way we receive the greeting 
and blessing from the wounded hands of Jesus. We ow e Him our life – twice over. 
Through Him God made us. And by His wounds He redee med us and made us His 
beloved children. And so we also raise our hands in  praise and thanks to Him. That’s 
our bottom line. Amen. The peace of God that surpas ses all understanding, keep your 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


