Ascension Lutheran Church

Pastor Godkin’s Sermon for the week of June 19, 2D1
Clothed and Made Right Through Jesus (Luke 8:26-38)

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father a nd from the Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen. Our text is from the 8th chapter of the Gospe | according to St. Luke:

“The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with Him, but
Jesus sent Him away, saying, ‘Return to your home, and declare how much God has
done for you.” And he went away, proclaiming throug hout the whole city how much
Jesus had done for Him.”

This is the text.

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, in 1973 there was a movie that caught the
imagination of the masses. There was a hysteria sur rounding this particular film. It was
the movie to see that year. It was a horror film th at has grossed almost half a billion
dollars. People’s reaction to it was virtually unpr ecedented. Some had heart attacks
some vomited in the isles of the theatre. The movie was called “The Exorcist”. It was
about a 13 year old girl who had become demon posse ssed. The masses were
mesmerized by this horror film.

And why was that? Scary movies were nothing new. Bu t perhaps the fascination for
many people with this story was the thought that th e demonic realm just might be a
mysterious and frightening reality. Demon possessio n still happens today although we
don’t perceive it oftentimes these days. But in the time that the Lord Jesus Christ
walked on this earth, as we read in the Gospels, pe ople were seemingly possessed by
demons left and right.

When this event took place in Luke’s Gospel the dis ciples had just escaped certain
death. Caught by a storm on the unpredictable Sea o f Galilee, they saw Jesus’ power
and authority over the storms of nature. Now they w ere about to see Jesus exercise His
power and authority over a spiritual storm — the hu rricane of demonic power over
human beings. Not only do the winds and water obey Christ, but His power, His grace,
and His mercy are able even to restore that which h uman sin has destroyed.

Friends, the demon possessed man in our text is mor e like us than we may realize. For
a long time he had worn no clothes; he had not live d in a house; and even chains could
not hold him. It says he lived among the tombs; he experienced a living death of sorts.
We can only imagine this man’s burden and defencele ssness and vulnerability.

The similarity between he and us is not on the exte rior; we all have clothes and homes
and are rather normal looking everyday people. But as sinners, we too are troubled by
demons. Though we are not possessed by demons like the poor man we are afflicted by
their influence. This man lived a life in isolation from God and other people and our sins
essentially isolate us in much the same way. When w e lose our temper at that person
who cut us off in traffic; when we indulge our lust ful thoughts about the good looking
people on T.V.; when we carry around a burden of un forgiveness, behind things such as
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these is ultimately rebellion against God. As it sa ys in First John 4, “Anyone who does
not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen”.

But the Word of Christ is authoritative. Jesus’ Wor d brought the demons out of the man
and they then had to ask Jesus’ permission to enter the pigs. His authority changes
tragic human conditions. Our merciful Saviour Christ Jesus changed all things for the
better for the man. After exorcising the legion of demons it says the man was sitting at
Jesus’ feet, clothed and in his right mind. He was restored to his Father’s house.

Now, Christ also transforms our experience. Through His perfect life and through His
innocent suffering and death and resurrection, He h eals us from the effects of sin, death
and the devil. He brings us home to Him, He comes i nside us and expels the forces of
darkness and gives us His Holy Spirit. His Word beg ins to change us from the inside
out.

How does this happen? Through the preaching of Chri st’s authoritative Word, through
the proclamation of the absolving Word, through Christ’'s Body and Blood in Holy
Communion and through the Word and the Water in Hol y Baptism.

Like the man healed in the text, God gives us new c lothes, as in Baptism He has
clothed us with the robe of Christ’s righteousness. Before his healing the man was out
of his mind. He was unruly and raving mad. We tend to think of someone like this as
being out of his mind, people in insane asylums and so on. But the truth is that sin
effectively leads us out of our right mind. Our reb ellious self-centred thoughts lead us
away from the mind of Christ and our true identity in Him.

But through Christ’s Word He transforms us and call s us back to our senses, back to
the grace of repentance and the safety of His fold, He brings us home again by the
depth of His grace and mercy for us. As Romans 12 s ays, “Be transformed by the
renewing of your minds.”

This transformation, of course, is something we exp erience every day. Our growth as
Christians is not constant. It is an up and down st ruggle. We are a work in progress and
God'’s work of sculpting us in His image comes throu gh our daily confession of sins and
receiving His sweet forgiveness through faith in Je sus Christ.

Christ has risen to transform our sorrow, our despa ir into hope. His last words to His
disciples before ascending into heaven was, “Go and make disciples of all nations,
Baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of th e Son, and of the Holy Spirit and
teaching them to keep everything | have commanded y ou. And surely | am with you
always, to the very end of the age.” God will never leave or forsake you. He loves you
and is with you always.

But sometimes we have questions for God don’t we? T here is so much we don’t
understand, so many things we can’t explain. Why do we lose loved ones so suddenly,
so soon? Where is the meaning in our suffering and struggle in life?

The man who was healed in our text had questions to 0. He wanted to go with Jesus,
His newfound Saviour had set him free from spiritua | bondage. The man wanted to be
with Christ and to depart from a place that had bee n painful for him, and would likely
continue to be a painful reminder of his former lif e.
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Jesus’ answer was likely not one the man expected. He said, “Return to your home, and
declare how much God has done for you.” God had a s pecial purpose for the man’s life.
Think of what a powerful testimony he would have fo r the people around him, what a
powerful witness He would be to God’s grace!

On this Father’s Day, especially, we can ponder how much God has done for us. We
can ponder the gift of fathers, their love and care for us, their love that is wonderful but
really only a faint reflection of the greatest love of our Heavenly Father. As we grieve
and feel the loss of our Christian brother, John, i n our life we can also rejoice that by the
great grace of Christ our Lord he is with our Heave nly Father in His heavenly home.

Friends, in this day and age we are so technologica lly advanced that it's almost too
easy to explain away texts like todays. But it woul d be impossible to convince the
formerly demon-possessed man that demons aren’t real. For him, they were a very real
danger to his very being. Then with the arrival of Christ, his demons were driven away,
and he was restored to the Father.

As Christ came to you through Baptism and as He con tinues to come to you through His
Word, He remains with you always. Hold on to Him by His grace for He drives away the
darkness and He leads you in His path in the light of His Word. May His Word light your
way today, and the next day, and always. For God ou r Father is ever-present and He
lives to transform our isolation and desperation in to the joy of being His children, even
to the end of the age. Amen. The peace of God that surpasses all understanding, keep
your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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