Ascension Lutheran Church

Pastor Godkin’s Sermon for the week of April 25, 20
The Power of Forgiveness (John 10:1-10)

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father a nd from the Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen. Our text is from the 10" chapter of the Gospel according to St. John:

Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and | know the m, and they follow me. | give them
eternal life, and they will never perish, and no on e will snatch them out of my hand. My
Father, who has given them to me, is greater than a Il and no one is able to snatch them
out of the Father’s hand. | and the Father are one. ”

This is the text.

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, In today’s tex t sheep recognize and follow the
Shepherd’s voice, but they don’t follow any other v oice. Voices are unique. Voices
identify people just like fingerprints. Restless ba bies, for example, all over the world
settle down when they hear the mother’s voice.

Many of us I’'m sure have a tape recorder at home. W ith the tape recorder we can
record a certain voice and then play it back. The t ext today tells us about the familiar
voice of the Good Shepherd, who is Christ, the Word Incarnate, the Son of God, and the
Lamb who takes away the sin of the world.

We focus today on what Jesus’ voice tells us. To do this we must first identify His voice.
However, the many voices in this world act as distr actions from the voice of Jesus, our
Good Shepherd. There are six and a half billion peo ple in the world each with a different
voice. It can be confusing, as all these voices see m to run together and we try to make
sense of the world.

We are a distracted society as a whole. Now | am a sports fan, | enjoy good music and
a movie now and then but as a whole, entertainment has become the opiate of society.
We have to be careful that we don’t let these thing s water down and cool our desire for
the Lord.

There are voices in the world that say you don’t ne ed God. Satan tempts us to forget
God and feel self-satisfied when things are good an d to blame Him when we face
hardships. There are voices that say all religions lead to God, that love is all you need.
But the love we truly need is found only in the Goo d Shepherd, Jesus Christ. He said, “I
am the way, the truth and the life and no one comes to the Father except through me”
(Jn. 14:6). He is the one door and the one gate to the Kingdom of heaven. His good and
gracious voice leads the way.

Jesus speaks to us in the midst of the confusion of the world. While it is true that after
His resurrection He ascended into heaven and sits a t the right hand of God. He is not
sitting to rest in retirement. He is tirelessly act ive to this day. He is here and His voice is
heard: in the Scriptures, in His ministers and in a Il who speak His Word to us — our
spouses, fellow Christians, and even children. Our Good Shepherd is always watching
and He guides you by His Word from Scripture, the w ords of eternal life and He uses
people in your midst.
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Now shepherds in the ancient world carried special tools: a rod and a staff. And our
Good Shepherd’s carries these same tools. His word of law is like the rod that lets us
know how much we have sinned and deserve wrath. And in His grace, as we like sheep
have gone astray He leads us back into the fold wit h His staff. And having brought us to
repentance He then uses His Word of Gospel to forgi ve our sins and lift up our
repentant hearts.

We have to recognize His voice. He calls and leads us with His Word. The more familiar
we are with His voice the better equipped we are to recognize and reject the counterfeit
distracting voices in this world. Friends, it is al | in the Bible! Faith comes through hearing
the message of Christ and the more we get into the Bible the more stable our Christian
walk will tend to become.

Now if we think about a tape recorder, it functions to record things. It has receiving
equipment that records things like music or a voice of someone speaking. We have
receiving equipment too. We all have ears. The Bibl e talks about having ears to hear, as
Jesus says in Matthew 13, “Whoever has ears, let hi m hear”.

But sometimes we close our ears. We might hear the words themselves but our mind is
somewhere else. Or we hear the words from Scripture but we don’t want to think about
them. We get set in our own ways or God’s words don 't seem convenient with what we
want. We know we shouldn’t be angry with others and we know we shouldn’t envy
others, and we know we shouldn’t feel sorry for our selves, and we know we should read
the Bible more, but for some reason we listen to ot her voices and follow our nagging
desires. When that happens we have allowed the desi res of our fallen nature and the
voices of the world to drown out the voice of Chris t speaking to us.

We want to have our hearts and ears open so we have God’s Word recorded in our
hearts and minds.

Tape recorders can also play back a recording. When we have the message of Jesus
recorded, then we can play it back in our life. We play back the voice of our Shepherd
when we follow Him, when we love Him, when we keep His commands, when we pray
to Him and speak His words back to Him with petitio ns and praise and thanksgiving.

But we can only play back God’s message when we rea lize the grace he has given to
us. As First John says, “We love because He first | oved us and gave His Son as an
atoning sacrifice for sin”. And in Romans 5 Paul wr ites, “God demonstrates His own
love for us in this: While we were still sinners Ch rist died for us.” This is the essence of
real love. It is sacrificial.

| will read a quote | came across in my reading. It is from a pastor named Raedeke. He
says, “The Lord is my bleeding shepherd; | shall no t want. In the Old Testament David
said, “The Lord is my shepherd.” In the New Testame nt Jesus says, “l am the Good
Shepherd.” It is significant that Jesus immediately added, “The good shepherd gives His
life for His sheep.” This sacrifice was necessary b ecause all we like sheep have gone
astray. However, Jesus gave His life and shed His b lood to cleanse us from our sin.
Consequently, we have been redeemed, and all our si ns are covered. Praise God that
He is our bleeding shepherd. He supplies the forgiv eness of our sins.”
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When we have in mind God’s great love for us we can then share His love with others
and give reason for the hope we have. We can then c all on our Heavenly Father in
prayer with confidence that He hears us and by His grace we can look forward to being
with Him in His house forever.

God knows that our hearts and minds record His voic e imperfectly. Our “receiving
equipment” is being improved by the power of the Ho ly Spirit, but we still can distort and
erase what the Shepherd says to us.

Nevertheless, because He is the merciful Good Sheph erd who gave His life for His
sheep, He never tires of talking to us and he never hesitates to call us away from
danger. God’s Spirit continues to help us hear Jesu s saying, “I have come that you may
have life, and have it abundantly.” Such a life-giv ing Lord will guide you on the right
path. May we always hear and follow Him for Jesus s urely is our Good Shepherd.
Amen. The peace of God that surpasses all understan ding, keep your hearts and minds
in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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