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Ascension Lutheran Church 
Pastor Godkin’s Sermon for the week of April 18, 2010 

Struck by the Son (Acts 9:1-22) 

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father a nd from our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. The text for today’s homily is from the ninth chapter of Acts: 

“So Ananias departed and entered the house. And lay ing his hands on him he said, 
"Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you o n the road by which you came has 
sent me so that you may regain your sight and be fi lled with the Holy Spirit." 18And 
immediately something like scales fell from his eye s, and he regained his sight. Then he 
rose and was baptized;” 

This is the text. 

Dear friends and fellow redeemed, Today we remember  one of the great conversions in 
history and give thanks to God for it; the turning of Saul of Tarsus, one of the bitter 
enemies of the church to become one of Christ’s mos t loyal and ardent followers. Isn’t 
that marvellous! 

But not everybody thinks so. I heard of a rationali stic college professor who told his 
class that what happened to Saul on the road to Dam ascus was simply a case of 
sunstroke. A Christian student made a protest to th is and the professor eventually 
backed down and came to admit that in fact he was n ot very well informed on the 
subject. The student then courteously replied, “I h ope, sir, that you will come to know 
that Paul was not sunstruck but that he was Sonstru ck.” 

Yes, you heard that right. The student was saying t hat it was not the sun – S U N but 
the Son – S O N that brought this to pass. Saul of Tarsus was struck by a blinding light 
not by the solar sun but by the Son of God. 

And being struck by the Son of God changed the whol e course of his life forever. Saul 
was blinded for three days by the brilliance of the  Divine Light that struck him. And then 
the Lord Jesus sent him to one of his followers, a man named Ananias. It was there that 
Saul regained his sight. It happened when Ananias s hared with Saul God’s Word that 
was given him. He said to Saul, “the Lord Jesus who  appeared to you on the road by 
which you came has sent me so that you may regain y our sight and be filled with the 
Holy Spirit.” Then, immediately something like scal es fell from Saul’s eyes and he 
regained his sight and was Baptized. The blinders c ame off and he could see again. 
The Lord restored his sight but more importantly He  gave Saul new spiritual eyes to see 
and believe. 

It was the definitive turning point in Saul’s life and it was most dramatic. Before, Saul 
had thought that the Christians were propagating a lie. And like many of his fellow 
Pharisees and religious colleagues Saul believed th at Jesus was a deceiver and that 
His resurrection was a lie and that Jesus’ follower s were all deserving of death. And 
before his conversion experience he had made it his  life’s ambition to persecute the 
church. 
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Now what a dramatic turn of events! Saul was a diff erent person now. His path had 
changed. His new life’s ambition was to proclaim th e Gospel of Christ, the very Gospel 
he had vowed previously to destroy. And thanks to G od’s grace working through Paul 
he led him to plant churches throughout the Mediter ranean and even to write a third of 
the New Testament of Holy Scripture. 

The centre of what Paul had to learn is what each p erson has to learn and believe if 
they want to be a Christian: It is not about me, it  is not about you. We are not the centre 
and we are not to put ourselves on the throne of ou r lives. The centre is Jesus Christ. 
There is one central fact, one central deed that ev ery human being will sooner or later 
have to deal with, which is, the crucified One has risen from the dead. And if that is true, 
if that is true then everything that we do has to b e re-thought and re-centred. And it is 
true. 

In Paul’s life we see a dramatic example of this re -centering taking place. But let’s 
imagine for a moment that Christ had not risen from  the dead? How would that change 
your life, how would that change your worldview and  your life’s goals and your daily 
conduct? In Second Corinthians 13 Paul writes, “Exa mine yourselves to see whether 
you are in the faith”. In other words, how does you r faith impact your life? Since Christ 
has risen from the dead then our entire life ought to centre on Him. For the resurrection 
on the Last Day is the end goal of the life of a Ch ristian. It is the finish line of this race 
we call life. 

Throughout history kings have sat on thrones as sym bols of their authority. There’s a 
throne in each of our lives as well. But we have to  be careful that we don’t put ourselves 
on the throne because this throne belongs to God an d when we let God take the throne 
then He directs us and guides us and keeps us on Hi s path and in His will. And yet He 
never forces His will upon us. God is not a tyrant who drags us kicking and screaming. 
He is gentle and humble at heart. Instead, He draws  us with His love in Christ. 

God wants to show us that true life is found in Chr ist and that really, He is everything; 
He is everything in our lives. God will sometimes a llow adversity to come our way; 
sometimes He will even thwart our plans if they are  not for His glory. St. Paul wrote 
about this in Philippians 3:7-8, “Whatever was to m y profit I now consider loss for the 
sake of Christ. What is more, I consider everything  a loss compared to the surpassing 
greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.” 

Friends, since Jesus has risen it means we are rede emed and we belong to God. He 
has called us out of the world as His treasured pos session. And it means we have a 
new identity that is rooted in the Risen Saviour. 

This new identity we have in Jesus is not a small m atter. But how often we take this for 
granted; how often we think of being a Christian as  little more than a cultural affiliation. 
Some people attend a rotary club, some people go to  Kiwanis club, others go to church, 
etc. But in reality, the church is distinct from th e institutions and clubs of the world 
because Christ has risen and has proven that He has  atoned for sin and He is truly our 
everything; He is very life itself. As it says in F irst John 5, “God has given us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has  life; he who does not have the Son of 
God does not have life.” 
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When most people reach positions of power and influ ence in this world there is a 
tendency to have a sense of pride and entitlement. But this was not the case with the 
apostles. The closer they got to God the more humbl e they became. John the Baptist, 
for example, spoke about his joy in hearing Christ’ s voice. In John’s Gospel chapter 3 
he said, “He must become greater; I must become les s.” 

In the case of Saul of Tarsus, he underwent a name change. The great Saul of Tarsus 
became Paul and there is a good reason for this. Th e word, “Paul” in Latin means 
“small” or “little”. When the prideful Saul came to  know Jesus as Lord and Saviour he 
came to realize the greatness of His grace and he w as humbled. Like John the Baptist 
he had the mindset that Christ Jesus “must become g reater, I must become less.” 

As he took stock of his value system and worldview Paul came to realize that the one 
thing that truly mattered above all things was know ing the Risen Saviour, Christ Jesus 
as Lord. As the hymn #730 says, “What is the world to me! My Jesus is my treasure, 

My life, my health, my wealth, My friend, my love, my pleasure, 

My joy, my crown, my all, My bliss eternally. 

Once more, then, I declare: What is the world to me !” 

Amen. The peace of God that surpasses all understan ding, keep your hearts and minds 
in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


