
  Copyright © 2010 Ascension Lutheran Church 
Page 1 of 3  www.AscensionLutheran.ca 
 

Ascension Lutheran Church 
Pastor Godkin’s Sermon for the week of March 21, 2010 

The Vineyard Belongs to the Lord (Luke 20:9-20) 

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father a nd from our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. The text for today’s homily is from twentieth chapter of the Gospel 
according to St. Luke: 

“13Then the owner of the vineyard said, 'What shall I do? I will send my (R) beloved son; 
perhaps they will respect him.' 14But when the tenants saw him, they said to 
themselves,(S) 'This is the heir. (T) Let us kill him, so that the inheritance may be ou rs.' 
15And they (U) threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. What  then will the owner of 
the vineyard do to them? 16(V) He will (W) come and destroy those tenants and (X) give the 
vineyard to others." When they heard this, they sai d, "Surely not!" 17But he(Y) looked 
directly at them and said, "What then is this that is written: 

(Z) "'The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone'?[c] 18(AA) Everyone 
who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, a nd when it falls (AB) on anyone, it will 
crush him." 

This is the text. 

Dear friends in our Saviour and Lord Jesus Christ, Martin Luther once said, “I have held 
many things in my hand, and have lost them all; but  whatever I have placed in God's 
hands that I still possess.” In this day and age pe ople have a lot of stuff. Most people 
want more stuff – bigger homes, better cars, larger  TVs, louder stereos, satellite TV and 
list goes on. Not that we shouldn’t own things but we must keep in mind where these 
things come from. The true owner of everything, of course, is God. 

In our bulletin today there is a quote from a theol ogian named Paul Gerhardt. He said, 
“We are in this life as it were in another man's ho use… In heaven is our home, in the 
world is our Inn: do not so entertain yourself in t he Inn of this world for a day as to have 
your mind withdrawn from longing after your heavenl y home.” Sometimes we lose sight 
of who the Owner really is, and sometimes we lose s ight of our ultimate home and 
where our ultimate loyalties ought to lye. 

In our text Jesus makes a point about ownership. He  makes His point by using a 
parable. He often taught by parables as illustratio ns of spiritual truth. We have here a 
salvation history parable. The vineyard in the para ble represents God’s people. The 
man who planted the vineyard is God and the tenants  (the workers) who were supposed 
to harvest the fruit and give it back to the owner represent the priests, spiritual teachers 
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and pastors. And the servants who were sent to the vineyard represent the prophets 
sent by God to the people of Israel. And how did th ey treat these servants? It says the 
tenants (workers) beat them and cast them out. If w e look back at the prophets 
throughout history, they were mistreated by the peo ple. They were persecuted because 
the people did not like the prophets’ message from God. Some of the prophets were 
even killed, even in horrible ways such as Isaiah, whom it is believed was sawed in two. 

In the parable the owner then sends his own beloved  son and says, “Perhaps they will 
respect him.” But when the workers saw the son they  threw him out of the vineyard too 
and killed him. This son, of course, represents God ’s beloved Son, Jesus Christ whom 
the Pharisees and religious leaders of the day even tually arranged to have killed by 
crucifixion. 

Now why has there historically been such a violent reaction to God’s Word, against the 
prophets who have preached God’s Word and against J esus Christ, the Word of God 
Incarnate Himself? The number one problem is that p eople want control and they have 
great difficulty acknowledging that God is sovereig n, that He is the Owner and there is 
no God but God and He is in control. 

People in general have trouble submitting to God be cause deep within each of us lies a 
restless sinful nature and it wants control. This O ld Adam wants to make ourselves 
numero uno and commander in chief. It goes back to the very first sin of man in the 
Garden of Eden. The serpent tempted Eve to eat the forbidden fruit and he put the idea 
in her mind that if she ate it she would extract so me secret knowledge and she would be 
like God. Since then we have all inherited this kin d of God complex. We have a strong 
desire to rely on ourselves instead of the One who supplies all things for us freely. 

This inner desire for control and their spiritual p ride is what led the Pharisees astray. 
They knew all the prophecies about the Messiah. The y knew the Torah backwards and 
forwards and yet, when the true Messiah arrived the y didn’t recognize him. This is 
because Jesus did not fit into their neat little po wer structure they had created for 
themselves. And when Jesus challenged them they had  him killed. There is a saying 
that power corrupts and absolute power corrupts abs olutely. And when we are given a 
position of authority be it in our families, in the  church, at work or elsewhere there is 
always the potential for abuse. 

I want us all to remember why I am here and why all  of the leaders of the congregation 
are here. It is not because this is my church. This  church does not belong to any of the 
leaders. It is God’s field. My earnest desire is to  never regard you as my people. If I’m a 
shepherd I ‘m an under-shepherd under the Good Shep herd Jesus Christ; if I’m a 
worker I’m a tenant farmer. The field, the vineyard  belongs to God and to His Son. It’s 
not my church, it is God’s church. If I have an eff ective ministry it is for one purpose, so 
that you will bear fruit and we would give that fru it to God. 
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The workers in the vineyard didn’t want to give the  fruit back to the owner. They wanted 
to keep it for themselves and make the vineyard the ir own. They forgot the purpose for 
which they exist. 

Now it’s easy for us today to forget our purpose as  well. We can easily get focused on 
the institution of our local parish and lose sight of the bigger picture – that God 
established Ascension Lutheran Church back in 1929 for the work of His ministry, to 
make disciples and bring lost souls to faith in Jes us Christ. 

The parable centres around the fruit in the vineyar d. The owner planted the vineyard for 
the express purpose of growing fruit and yet the wo rkers did not want to give the fruit 
back to the owner. The fruit here is a symbol for s piritual fruits in God’s worldwide 
church and in our local congregation here on Jarry Street. These fruits are good works, 
helping others in need; they are fruits of the Spir it: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control . The fruits that God bears through 
His church are also people whom He brings to faith in Christ through the Word and 
Sacraments. 

The workers in the vineyard didn’t give the fruits back to the owner. But this doesn’t 
have to be the case with you and me. Because we kno w that all good things come from 
God and the good things in life are His gifts given  by His grace. We can give back to 
God the things He has given us, meaning that our pu rpose is to use our time, our 
talents and abilities, and our treasures for His se rvice. As we sing in the hymn, “We give 
Thee but Thine own, whatever the gift may be. All t hat we have is Thine alone, a trust O 
Lord from Thee.” The Pharisees flaunted their so-ca lled spirituality and they made a 
show of it for their own prestige in the community.  And this is a temptation for us as 
well. But our good Lord has called us to look beyon d ourselves and to do all things for 
His glory and for our neighbour’s good. 

And most of all we can give back to God thanks for the precious gift of faith and for His 
unsurpassed love that moved Jesus to go to the cros s and atone for our sins. Thanks 
be to God for the resurrection of Christ so we too might rise to live with Him forever and 
finally be delivered from this corrupt dark fallen world and be brought into His celestial 
Kingdom of Light. As the hymn says #894 in the hymn al, “For the harvests of the Spirit, 
Thanks be to God. For the good we all inherit, Than ks be to God. For the wonders that 
astound us, For the truths that still confound us, Most of all, that love has found us, 
Thanks be to God.” Amen. The peace of God that surp asses all understanding, keep 
your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

Soli Deo Gloria 


