Ascension Lutheran Church

Pastor Godkin’s Sermon for the week of February 28010
Stand Firm in the Lord (Philippians 3:17 - 4:1)

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father a nd from our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. Amen. The text for today’s homily is from t he third chapter of Philippians:

“"Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the
example you have in us. **For many, of whom | have often told you and now tel | you even
with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. *Their end is destruction, their god is
their belly, and they glory in their shame, with mi nds set on earthly things. 2°But our
citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Sa viour, the Lord Jesus Christ, *who will
transform our lowly body to be like his glorious bo dy, by the power that enables him even
to subject all things to himself. *Therefore, my brothers, whom | love and long for, m y joy
and crown, stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved. ”

This is the Word of God.

Dear friends in the Saviour and Lord Jesus Christ, The popular magazine National
Geographic once ran an article about the Alaskan bu ll-moose. It was said in the article that
the males of the bull-moose fight one another durin g the breeding season in the autumn.
They literally go head-to-head as they bash each ot her with their antlers. Often the antlers,
their only weapon get broken. And when that happens the bull-moose has lost while the
moose with the largest and strongest antlers wins. Essentially, the fight that is fought in the
autumn is really won during the summer, when the mo ose eat and eat continually. The
moose that consumes the best diet gains the most we ight and grows the strongest and
biggest antlers for the fight. But the moose that e at poorly have weaker and smaller
antlers.

There is a lesson for us here. As Christians we are in a spiritual fight. Even though our life,
at times can seem rather ho-hum and ordinary make n o mistake, there is a cosmic battle
going on for our soul. Satan, the accuser, the devi I; he has an army of demons which are
very real. These demonic forces of evil are on the prowl and they choose a season to
attack. Will we be victorious, or will we fall? Muc h depends on how we prepare. Like the
bull-moose we need strength and endurance for the b attles we face each day.

But unlike the bull-moose we have help in our battl e. Our help is in the Name of the Lord
who made heaven and earth. And Jesus has already wo n this battle on the cross, in His
atoning sacrifice and His resurrection and so St. P aul says, “Stand firm in the Lord”, that is,
stand firm in the grace and the strength our Saviou r and Lord Jesus Christ provides. We
prepare for temptation and trials and tests by bein g firmly attached to Christ and His
teachings.

This notion of standing firm, however, is easier sa id than done though isn't it...for the world
is a virtual smorgasbord of every teaching under th e sun. With tears likely streaming down
his face Paul wrote that many people walk as enemie s of the cross of Christ.

Satan has sent a deception into the world. And like a chameleon his deception takes
different forms. Christian cults have sprung up in these last days like the Jehovah'’s
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Witnesses and the Mormons. These attempt to undermi ne the deity of Christ, to cut down
Christ and exalt man. In the world there are the ma ny and various gods and idols of the
eastern religions; there is the New Age movement th at says God is not the Creator; god is
you — it say’s don’t be oppressed by doctrine, trus t your feelings. It is a deception that
appeals to the flesh.

There is the Masonic Lodge, which many Christians t hink is compatible with their faith,
perhaps not realizing that the religious aspect of the Lodge rejects the concept that Christ
is the only way; there is the transcendent, unknowa ble God of Islam that offers no surety of
salvation or God’s love; And then there is the non- religious deception in the world where
pleasure and fun become the gods of the day. For th e unprepared and spiritually unaware
mind it can all be a real ball of confusion.

There is currently a movement under way in the worl d to try to unite all these religions and
there is increasing pressure for Christians to wate r down the message that Christ is the
only way to heaven.

But how do we recognize what is real from that what is false? People who routinely work
with handling money such as waiters and cashiers ar e trained to spot the differences
between the real and the fake currency. For example , with the $20 bill to spot the
counterfeit some things one can do is to touch (the raised ink on the bill's number). If the
ink is not raised, it's counterfeit. On can tilt it to see the two vertical holographic stripes
change colours. If they don’t change colour it’s co unterfeit. Basically, one can recognize
the counterfeit by being familiar with the real McC oy.

And the same goes with religion. The more familiar we can be with the one true faith and
the Word of God in the Bible the better we can spot the counterfeit religions. This is why
we are urgently invited to spend time in God’'s Word , not as a rule of law or a burden but
rather for refreshment of our souls, for clarity to see our purpose in this world as God’s
children and to grow in Christ's image and to recei ve strength in our Saviour and have His
Word become a bigger and bigger part of our being. The weapon against the devil is the
Word of God. As it says in Ephesians 6:17 “Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of
the Spirit, which is the Word of God.”

St. Paul says to the Philippians that for those who walk as enemies of the cross of Christ
“their end is destruction and their god is their be lly, and they glory in their shame, with
minds set on earthly things”. Though as Christians we profess the cross of Christ in
practical terms we struggle to carry our cross. Fre quently we act as though our god is our
belly, ourselves. How many times do we use the word , “I” in our sentences?

When our focus in on earthly things instead of divi ne things, there is a tendency for us to
place ourselves on the throne instead of having God on the throne in our lives. When this
happens it impairs our relationships, it especially impairs our ability to forgive others. We
know the story of Joseph the son of Jacob, as recor ded in Genesis. When Joseph’s
brothers sold him into slavery in Egypt and then ye ars later came to realize that Joseph
had risen to power in Egypt they were afraid when t hey met him again face to face. They
thought that he would take revenge on them. Instead , Joseph said, “Don't be afraid. Am |
in the place of God? Don’t be afraid. | will provid e for you and your children.” It says ‘he
reassured them and spoke kindly to them.”
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Joseph equated taking revenge with being in the pla ce of God. The Bible says that only
God is the rightful Judge because only He is holy, without sin. But when we hold on to
anger, even if we have been hurt badly in the past, we essentially put ourselves in the
judgement seat and we forget that we too are sinner s saved only by the grace of God.

Friends, the next time you feel tempted to take rev enge, think about Joseph who said, “Am
I in the place of God?” Admit that God has not appo inted you judge of others sins, even
those of our own family. Instead, think of the cros s where Christ earned forgiveness. Then
let the life-giving power of the Gospel work in you r heart. The power of forgiveness begins
and ends with the cross.

The cross is what separates the true faith from the counterfeit faiths in the world friends.
With all the religions and all the many philosophie s in the world how do we know that we
are in the one true faith that comes from God? It's a good question and one we need to
seriously consider. The answer is this: All the maj or religions in the world have a similar
moral code, that is, to do good to one’s neighbour. This is also in the Christian faith where
Christ says, “Love your neighbour and do unto other s as you would have them do unto
you.”

But in other religions one’s good works are made th e basis for going to heaven. Trying
your best to keep all the rules and regulations of religion and hoping that God will let you
into heaven — The world’s religions operate this way, like a ladder leading up to heaven.
They essentially say that if one wants peace with G od one has to climb each rung of the
ladder through keeping the various laws and then ho ping for the best.

But do you spot the difference? How is that differe nt from Christianity? With Christ,
salvation is purely by God'’s grace. We admit we are sinners totally unable to save
ourselves and we turn our lives over to Christ. We trust Him who has paid for our sins on
the cross and has risen to life again, and who has sanctified us by the Holy Spirit and who
transforms our lives by the power of His Word and S acraments.

How do we know we are in the true faith? Because th e God of the Bible is the only One
who saves by grace alone. This results in praise fo r God and quashes any sense of
spiritual pride on our part. All glory be to God al one.

Paul says, “Stand firm in the Lord” for in His grac e through His Word He stands us upright;
He makes us strong and prepared against spiritual a ttacks. Christ has already won the
battle. We thank God for His gift of Baptism. He ha s washed us and delivered us from the
devil and made us His own. We have witnessed a mira cle today friends. We have seen
Yagin Baptized and brought her into the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of love and peace,
the Kingdom of the Son He loves. This is the mighty power of our victorious Lord.

Let’s hold on to what we already have. Let’s know t he truth of God’s Word more and more.
Spend time with Him each day, friends. Let’s digest and chew on His Word and drink in the
refreshing springs of the water of life. For the Wo rd of Christ will sustain you for eternal life.
Go in peace, friends. Amen. The peace of God that s urpasses all understanding keep your
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.

Soli Deo Gloria
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