Ascension Lutheran Church

Pastor Godkin’s Sermon for the week of February 22010
Cling to Christ and the Devil with Flee (Luke 4:1-1 3)

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father a nd from our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. Amen. The text for today’s homily is from the fourth chapter of the
Gospel according to St. Luke. Our Lord says to us:

“And the devil took Him up and showed Him all the k ingdoms of the world in a moment
of time, 6and said to Him, "To you | will give all this authority and their glory, for it has
been delivered to me, and | give it to whom I will. “If you, then, will worship me, it will
all be yours." 8And Jesus answered him, "It is written, “You shall worship the Lord your
God, and Him only shall you serve.”

This is the Word of God.

Dear friends in the Saviour and Lord Jesus Christ, Two 6 year old boys were debating
about the existence of the devil. The one boy said, "Oh, there isn't any devil." The
other boy, rather upset, said, “What do you mean, t here isn't any devil? It talks about
him all the way through the Bible!” The first boy t hen said, “Oh that's not true. It's just
like Santa Clause, the devil turns out to be your d ad.”

In our culture most people doubt the existence of t he devil. He is often portrayed as a
comical character with horns and a pointy tail and carrying a pitchfork. Liberal
preachers with doctorate degrees smilingly assure y ou that Satan is no more than a
myth, dreamed up by superstitious and uneducated pe ople. Movies and T.V. shows
most often depict Satan as just another fictional b oogey-man, or some sort of movie
monster that screen writers have dreamed up to give audiences an entertaining scare.
While supposed learned university professors assign labels like “religious fanatic” to
anyone who claims that Satan is real.

But make no mistake, friends, Satan is not a symbol of evil. He is a real fallen angel,
an evil spirit. Scripture calls him the “Father of lies” (Jn. 8:44) and his greatest lie is
that he does not exist.

There is a saying that in order to be successful in a battle one needs to know his
enemy. And our great enemy is the demonic realm and it is led by Satan. The Bible
says in Ephesians 6, “Our struggle is not against f lesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”

But too often when people experience hardship, sick ness, pain, affliction they tend to
blame God. And yet that is Satan’s great ploy. He i s the master of deception and he
twists this world to think that God is the bad one. We must have it clear in our minds;
Satan is the enemy: God is the Saviour. Knowing tha t, we can then begin to be
successful in our spiritual battle.

When Jesus was tempted He willingly went out to fig ht the devil in the desert. He went
out to defeat him for our sake. His motive was one of love. Jesus’ reason for coming to
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earth was not one of obligation. Rather, He was mov ed by His vast love for a lost
world that Satan had deceived and led into sin. God sent His Son to rescue us.

He came to stand in the place of the first Adam and to restore what was lost when
man sinned way back in the Garden of Eden. He came as a suffering Servant to live a
perfect life and overcome Satan without using His a Imighty divine power. His
Incarnation was for the purpose of overcoming Satan as a man and giving His life as
the sacrifice for the world’s sins.

Satan first tempts Christ to use His divine power, to do a miracle to serve Himself. He
says, “If you are the Son of God, command this ston e to become bread.” This was a
temptation for our Lord to use His power to serve H imself. While Jesus had no sinful
nature and was pure He was confronted by the tempte r with a real opportunity to sin.

But had Jesus given in to that it would have gone a gainst the way of the cross; it would
have been a serving of self rather than others. As Jesus later said in His ministry, “The
Son of man did not come to be served, but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for
many” (MKk. 10:45).

Friends, the difference between Satan’s perspective and Jesus’ perspective here is
that Satan is entirely focused on the self. He want s man to forget God and serve
oneself. Jesus, on the other hand was concerned wit h doing the Father’s will and
giving Him the glory. Jesus was concerned with savi ng man, not Himself.

Satan uses this technique on us too. The evil spiri ts work by the power of suggestion.
They make suggestions and these suggestions inflame our sinful desires. Satan
entices and lures and makes sin sound appealing. He promises rewards but they are
entirely earthly focused and self-serving. Ultimate ly, his aim is to lead us away from
Christ and to turn us against God. In short, Satan’ s goal is to destroy man and bring as
many people down to the pit with him as possible.

Satan is a jealous being. He is jealous of God and wants to be worshipped instead of
God. He promised to give Jesus all the authority an d glory of all the kingdoms of the
world if He would only worship him. Now this was an ironic proposition to say the least.
Here was the devil tempting the Creator to worship him. Once again we see that Satan
makes sin look appealing. He makes promises of eart hly pleasures. In Jesus’ case, he
promised all the power and glory of the world so he might rule the world with Jesus as
some sort of team.

Satan tries to turn things upside down. God alone i s worthy of worship and Satan
knows that no one would knowingly worship him if th ey knew the truth that to follow
Satan leads to eternal condemnation. So, Satan take s a different approach. Scripture
says he “masquerades as an angel of light.” He mani fests himself in the form of false
deities. From the ancient god of Egypt called Horus , to the Hindu gods, to the occult,
Satan pretends to be God and sadly, he deceives man y people. In the occult people
speak about Lucifer as a misunderstood spirit who i s a light giver and glorious being.
There are even favourable references to Lucifer in the Masonic Lodge rituals. The
demonic realm really is everywhere trying to deceiv e the nations.
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There is an ancient religion called Gnosticism that has been repackaged today. In
Gnosticism it says that the Divine essence is the h ighest reality and it says falsely that
this divine essence is found in the unconsciousness of man. So, essentially it says that
man is God.

One general form this philosophy takes today is cal led the New Age Movement. In
fact, Western culture is currently experiencing a p henomenal, spiritual, ideological, and
sociological shift. It is a religious world view th at is alien and hostile to Christianity. It's
a multi-focused, multi-faceted synthesis, in varying degrees, of the Far Eastern,
mystical religions, mainly Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, and Western Occultism. This
movement is being adapted to our Western, materiali stic culture.

The New Age Movement professes to be broad-minded a nd open to all religions,
saying there are many paths to God. But its basic u nderlying philosophy is a carefully
calculated undermining of Christian beliefs. It use s combinations of Gnosticism and
occultism. And friends this is fed to us in our own living rooms sneakily through many
kinds of music, through T.V. programs such as Oprah and popular movies such as the
Matrix Trilogy. Unwittingly, well-meaning and since re people are being deceived and
led away from the one true God of the Bible.

In our text, Satan tempted Jesus a third time. He s aid, “If you are the Son of God throw
yourself down from the Temple”. Then he misquotes S cripture in his attempt to
deceive even the Son of God if he could. He says, “ God will command His angels
concerning you, to guard you...” Here Satan tries t o test whether God’s power is
available to protect and save Him, just as the peop le of Israel wondered whether God
would provide water for them in their thirst. But J esus, we see, doubts neither God’s
promise nor His power. He is faithful to the end.

Now Jesus is the Son of God and He could have quash ed Satan like a bug but instead
He took the form of a suffering servant and defeate d him as a man. And the power at
His disposal was the Word of God. He wielded it lik e a sword and slayed the beast. On
all three temptations Jesus simply clung to the Scripture. He said from the words of
Deuteronomy, “Man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from
the mouth of God”. He said, “You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only shall
you serve”; and “You shall not put the Lord your Go d to the test.”

Satan was powerless against the Word of Almighty Go d. He could do nothing but flee.
What a great God and wonderful Saviour! He is full of truth and grace. He gives us the
same power at our disposal, His saving Word. And th e more we know it, learn it and
digest His Word the better prepared we are against to avoid Satan’s deceptions.

The reason Satan has no power in the face of God’s Word is because he is a defeated
foe. Satan knows this and he cringes at the mention of Christ. He cringes because
Christ has won the victory over him by His perfect life, His sacrificial death, and His
resurrection. And friends, this is also your victory. As long as we hold to God’s promise
that we are His children redeemed by Christ and mad e His own and washed in holy
Baptism Satan has no defence.
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It is to our benefit to be vigilant of the wiles of the devil in this world. He is a crafty
snake. He will keep trying to deceive but with Jesu s we have the One who has fought
for us and won. And when we cling to Him Satan alwa ys flees. As it says in the first
stanza of the hymn #664 in our hymnal,

“Fight the Good Fight with all your might;
Christ is your strength, and Christ your right.
Lay hold on life, and it shall be,

Your joy and crown eternally.” Amen.

The peace of God that surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus. Amen.

Soli Deo Gloria
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