Ascension Lutheran Church

Pastor Godkin’s Sermon for the week of February Z010
Sinners Purified in the Holy One (Isaiah 6:1-11)

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father a nd from our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. Amen. The text for today’s homily is from the sixth chapter of Isaiah. Our
Lord says to us:

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!”

“And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the
house was filled with smoke. *And | said: "Woe is me! For | am lost; for | am a m an of
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen
the King, the LORD of hosts!”

This is the Word of God.

Dear friends in the Lord Jesus Christ, The Lord is high and lifted up; angels hide their
faces and their feet in His presence; the foundatio ns of the thresholds of God’s house
shake; it is filled with smoke. This is a picture o f God’s holiness. Isaiah’s vision here is
an overwhelming and awesome depiction of God’s almi ghty power and His glory and
His position as the Almighty One, the Creator of he aven and earth. The picture of God
we have here in these first few verses of Isaiah 6 shows Him as transcendent, and
altogether pure and good and holy and revered by th e heavenly host and yet, ultimately,
unapproachable for the unholy.

It's a bit like a moth to a flame. Moths are very a ttracted to light bulbs, for example. And
yet if they get too close to one, they will get bur ned up. Itis like that with you and me as
well. We are attracted to God, we want to know Him; we want to be with Him and yet, if
we come to Him on our terms through some other way than through His Son we will
only meet God as the Judge. Sometimes His perfect h oliness and His awesome power
can seem frightening. Because as the Sovereign, rig hteous Judge, He has the right to
condemn us.

But to fear God is not an unhealthy thing. As the M ost High and our Creator He
demands that we have for Him utmost respect and rev erence and a sense of awe and
wonder. Because if we keep God as number 1 in our | ife we surely abide in His will.

But the closer we get to God the more we become awa re of the extent of His holiness. If
we look at Peter, what happened when Jesus gave the disciples the miraculous catch of
fish? He fell down at Jesus’ knees and said, “Depar t from me, for | am a sinful man, O
Lord.” Peter saw that Jesus is the Holy One, the So n of God and at that moment in
particular he had a profound sense of his own sin a nd his unworthiness. It was almost
too much for him to bear.

Or if we look at Isaiah; in his vision he saw God i n all His holiness. It shook the
foundations of the house and he said, ‘Woe is me! F or | am lost; | am a man of unclean
lips, and | dwell in the midst of a people of uncle an lips” He said, “For my eyes have
seen the Lord of hosts!” Isaiah felt like a man who was about to die, about to be
consumed by the Eternal, glorious God.
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The psalmist asks the question in psalm 24, “Who ma y ascend the hill of the Lord? Who
may stand in His holy place?” He answers his questi on and says, “He who has clean
hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his so ul to an idol or swear by what is
false.” Would you say you are worthy? Do you meet t his qualification? Of course none
of us do by ourselves.

Isaiah knew he fell far short of that and he was sc ared. He said, “I am a man of unclean
lips.” The holiness of God threatened him. For God judges sin and rightly so. If we take
His name in vain, if we value something more than w e value God, if we have contempt
for our neighbour, if we covet something our neighb our owns, if we tell a lie or if we do
anything not out of love for God or our neighbour t hat is called sin. It is an offense to our
Most High Creator and it is punishable by death.

C.S. Lewis, the great British scholar and Christian writer once said, “How little people
know who think that holiness is dull. When one meet s the real thing, it is irresistible.”
God is the real thing friends. Perhaps holiness is not a quality of God that we tend to
think about as much as His love. And yet His holine ss is intertwined with His love. The
angels in the vision called to one another, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the
whole earth is full of His glory!”

God'’s holy character is good for His creation and i t is what sets Him apart as the One to
worshiped and adored. The word “holy” in Hebrew mea ns “set apart”. In essence it
means the opposite of common, the opposite of ordin ary. Yes God is extraordinary! And
His love is truly extraordinary.

It is significant that the house of the Lord was fi lled with smoke. There was smoke
because of the heat of His holiness. If we think of fire, it essentially has two purposes:
The first is that it burns and destroys. But the se cond is that it purifies. When Isaiah
cried out in fear for his salvation God answered hi m with grace. He sent a seraphim
angel with a burning coal that he had taken with to ngs from the altar because it was hot
and he touched Isaiah’s mouth with it. He said to | saiah, “This has touched your lips;
your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” This was music to his ears.

We see here that God’s holiness purifies sinners. T his image of the hot coal atoning for
sin is a foreshadow of Christ in the New Testament. It is true that we are not holy but
Jesus is the Holy One and He is holy on our behalf. It says in First Corinthians 1:30,
“Christ Jesus has become for us wisdom from God—tha t is, our righteousness, our
holiness and redemption”. It is an alien righteousn ess, an alien holiness.

The Bible calls Jesus the only begotten Son of God. It can also be translated, ‘the one
and only’ Son of God. It means that Jesus is unique . He is the One and Only. He has a
special relationship to the Father. He is set apart . He is holy. And being in Him through
faith God has made you holy with Him. He has set yo u apart as His sons and daughters
in holy Baptism. He has sent the Holy Spirit to pur ify and sanctify you as sisters and
brothers of Christ, redeemed from sin, death, and t he power of the devil.

And so our fear of judgement melts away as we find assurance in the grace of God, in
the atoning sacrifice of Christ on the cross. What sweet, wonderful good news this is. It
is true food for the soul.
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When we come to repentance and turn our lives over to Him who loves us not only does
He forgive and provide eternal life but He promises to be with us now, to lead and guide
us and give us strength in our walk with Him. We ar e not alone. He sets us back on our
feet for a special purpose. He begins to change us from the inside out and He gives us
a new heatrt. In refreshing us with the forgiveness of sins through Christ He awakens in
us a desire to serve Him and to share this sweet go od news with others.

We see Isaiah’s response, “I heard the voice of the Lord say, ‘Whom shall | send, and
who will go for us?’ Then | said, ‘Here am I! Send me.”

He makes us fishermen. Our Lord said to the discipl es, “Don not be afraid; from now on
you will be catching men.” And it says that “when t hey brought their boats to land, they
left everything and followed Him.” They saw Jesus a s the Holy One and yet now they
were close to Him. Jesus says “Do not be afraid” be cause He is the loving Saviour. He
invites sinners to dine with Him, to spend time wit h Him in His Word, to enjoy Him, and
to share in His precious work. What a privilege and opportunity for our church!

They left everything because they knew they had som ething far better in the Holy One
who loved them. Friends, with Jesus you have a frie nd who sticks closer than a brother.
Our life may not be easy but with Jesus as our holi ness it has great purpose and we
have the love of God going with us. His Word has sa nctified you and made you holy to
the Lord. May we ever sing His praises, cling to Hi s Word, and keep His holy will close
to our heart. As the famous hymn says, “Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! God in
three persons, blessed Trinity!”

Amen. The peace of God that surpasses all understan ding, keep your hearts and minds
in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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