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Ascension Lutheran Church 
Pastor Godkin’s Sermon for the week of January 31, 2010 

Who is Your Authority? (Luke 4:31-44) 

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father a nd from our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. The text for today’s homily is from the fourth chapter of the Gospel 
according to St. Luke. Our Lord says to us: 
40Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any  who were sick with various 
diseases brought them to him, and he laid his hands  on every one of them and healed 
them. 41And demons also came out of many, crying, "You are the Son of God!" But he 
rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, bec ause they knew that he was the 
Christ. 

This is the Word of God. 

Friends in Jesus Christ, sometimes nursery rhymes m ake you think. Take the story, 
Humpty Dumpty. “Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall; Humpty Dumpty had a  great fall. All 
the king’s horses and all the kings’ men couldn’t p ut Humpty Dumpty together again.” 

This is quite a famous nursery rhyme but I’ve often  wondered, what is the moral of the 
story; if you’re an egg don’t sit on a wall? Is tha t the lesson? And why did the king send 
horses to put the egg back together? Horses don’t e ven have thumbs. They don’t 
exactly have the dexterity. And why did the king se nd all his horses and all his men? 
What if there was an invasion? Where’s the army? Oh , they’re putting an egg back 
together. 

It’s a cute nursery rhyme but a little silly. But t here is a good lesson in this cute silly little 
story. It’s a story about brokenness and man’s inab ility to fix things. It actually touches 
on an important Biblical theme. 

In the Gospel reading we see the world’s brokenness  come to the surface. How broken 
is the world when pious people come to worship God and in their midst is a demon? Or 
how broken is the world when disease and ailments r un rampant, when suffering afflicts 
virtually every living thing physically, emotionall y, and spiritually? The people of Haiti are 
far away but their anguish and brokenness is brough t near to us, into our living rooms 
through the graphic images on TV. Their broken live s remind us that this world is a not a 
permanent place and that life is frail and fleeting  in this fallen world. 

This brokenness began back in the Garden with the f irst sin. And when man sinned, the 
world was never the same again. Disease, misery and  suffering and death came along 
with it. This is not to say that we suffer things a s punishment for particular things we 
may have done; but we suffer because of the world i n which we live. It is a broken 
place. 

But in our society, it can be easy to be complacent . Life can seem pretty smooth when 
our health is good, when we have all the food we ca n eat, when we have a stable 
income and when movies, TV. shows, games, sports an d all the entertainment in this 
world offer such an attractive escape from reality.  
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But God doesn’t want His people live in a fantasy. In His Word He says this present 
world is corrupt and it will be destroyed one day. Today’s passage gives the Good News 
that God has sent His Son to rescue His fallen crea tion, to fix it, to put it back together 
again as a new creation. 

We see a confrontation here; a classic battle betwe en good and evil, a demon shrieking 
at Jesus in the midst of the worshipers of God. In the midst stands the Almighty One, 
the Holy One of God, as the unclean spirit even con fessed Jesus to be. He has come to 
fix the broken by destroying Satan and breaking the  power of sin and death and misery. 

In various parts the Bible it refers to God in mili taristic terms. It says in Exodus 15:3, 
“The Lord is a Warrior – the Lord is His name.” In Scripture the good angels of God are 
often called a heavenly host like an army. And in 2 nd Timothy 2 St. Paul encourages 
Timothy to endure hardship as ‘a good soldier of Ch rist.’” This militaristic image of God 
refers to His fight not against His people but agai nst Satan, against sin and death. He 
has all authority. And like a general when He gives  an order it is obeyed. If it is not 
obeyed the consequence is death because God reigns supreme. 

And yet God uses His almighty authority to fight fo r you and me and to restore and 
protect His fallen creation. We see this in Jesus. The way He fixes the world is He 
rebukes it. There is a lot of rebuking going on in our text. It says, “Jesus rebuked the 
demon by saying, ‘Be silent and come out of him!’” He rebuked the fever of Simon 
Peter’s mother-in-law. He fixed her broken health b y rebuking it. Satan, sickness and 
death, and sin have no power over Christ. He is the  ultimate authority. 

If you have anxiety about the future, if you wish y ou had better relations with family, if 
you have regrets about the past God wants you to kn ow that in Jesus He puts this 
broken world back together again. 

God loves His whole creation, as broken as it is an d He will not give it over to Satan. He 
takes it back in this all-powerful Jesus. God chose  the way of love to fix His creation. 
Even though Jesus is all-powerful His Messianic min istry reached its climax in His death 
and then His resurrection. Evil men killed Him; all  the brokenness of the world came 
against Him and He let it happen. But God raised Hi m from the dead. 

Death doesn’t have the last word; Satan doesn’t hav e the last word. When Jesus died 
on the cross, it was ironically a life-giving sacri fice; His life for ours – an exchange by 
the sheer grace of God. He said, “It is finished”. At that moment He had redeemed us by 
His blood once for all. And when He returns this br oken world will be a thing of the past. 
In Lutheran circles we call this a now/net yet situ ation. We have the Kingdom and the 
healing of forgiveness of sins and yet we are waiti ng for the Second Coming when the 
fullness of God’s Kingdom will be revealed, when th e broken will be fixed for good, 
forever. Right now we live by faith and not by sigh t. 

And so as we wait for God to finally come and repai r the world what is the job we have 
as members of His church? The church is simply thos e people who have heard and 
received that powerful word of Jesus which does wha t it promises it will do. What we do 
now is we live our lives by that Word of Christ; we  stake our lives on it and together as a 
church we share it. We focus outward because it is through the Word that is preached, 
that is taught, and that we have the privilege to s hare, it is through the Word that people 
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are saved. There is no higher purpose in life than this. St. Paul said in Romans 1:16, 
“The Gospel is the power of salvation for everyone who believes” and Christ our Lord 
says in Mark 16, “Everyone who believes and is Bapt ized will be saved, but everyone 
who does not believe will be condemned”. 

And so we know what Christ has done; we know what H e will do but what do we do 
now? For this we look at what Jesus is doing right now in our midst: Jesus speaks to us 
today in John 5. He says, “My Father is always at h is work to this very day, and I, too, 
am working.” He continues to preach the Gospel thro ugh His church; He calls us to hear 
it and heed His Word. Jesus continues to preach to us, to heal our brokenness with His 
forgiveness, with the assurance of His love and His  providential care for all physical 
needs. He continues to strengthen His church with t he sure promise that when He 
returns He will fix the broken bodies of His church  and give new glorified ones, a new 
life in the full sense of the word. 

Right here in our midst Jesus comes to us in the Ho ly Communion. He strengthens our 
faith, He equips us for service; He goes with you. He gives you His words. 

And so what can we take from the lesson of Humpty D umpty? As Christians we can 
take this silly little rhyme and see something quit e profound: Man is not able to fix the 
basic problems of the broken creation; of sin and d eath and the devil. With man this is 
impossible but not with God. With God all things ar e possible. The Great Physician, 
Jesus Christ has come, He will come, and He is here  now, and He alone puts all things 
back together again. For He lives and reigns to all  eternity. Amen. 

The peace of God that surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus. Amen. 


