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Ascension Lutheran Church 
Pastor Godkin’s Sermon for the week of January 17, 2010 

Great Joy and Abundance in the Presence of Our Groo m (John 2:1-11) 

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father a nd from our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. The text for today’s homily is from the second chapter of the 
Gospel according to John. Our Lord says to us: 

“The master of the feast called the bridegroom 10and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the 
good wine first, and when people have drunk freely,  then the poor wine. But you have 
kept the good wine until now.’ 11This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, 
and manifested his glory. And his disciples believe d in Him. 

This is the Word of God. 

Friends in Jesus Christ, today we are going to talk  about weddings, about marriage, not 
my upcoming wedding but a different wedding. Now it  seems that a lot of girls get 
married to guys who are, well, just like the girls’  fathers. Maybe that’s why so many 
mothers cry at weddings? Hmmm… 

Weddings show a lot of things; oftentimes the famil y and friends show deep emotions 
for the couple and, of course, the bride and groom show their deep love for each other 
by joining in that most sacred bond of holy matrimo ny for as long as they both shall live 
for better or for worse. 

Yes, weddings are a time to be happy. They are a ti me to celebrate. And God feels this 
way too. He instituted marriage to be the building block of society and to be a reflection 
of His love and His unending commitment and faithfu lness to His beloved people. 

And so it’s no coincidence that Jesus chose a weddi ng to show His first miracle. The joy 
of the wedding feast was really the perfect place f or Christ to manifest His glory. And 
that is the meaning of the season of Epiphany. The word “Epiphany” means 
“manifestation” in Koine Greek. We see this theme i n the Gospel readings from the past 
three Sundays. 

These three readings capture the three inaugural ev ents in the life of our Lord. To the 
Wise Men, the Magi from the East the boy Jesus was manifested to be the King of the 
Jews, the long awaited Messiah. In the waters of th e River Jordan God manifested 
Jesus to be the Son of God and Saviour who washes a way sin. And at the wedding 
Feast in Cana He manifests His glory as the Messiah  in changing water to wine and 
showing that in His presence there is abundance and  great joy. 

Now Jesus’ first miracle here is not like some of H is more dramatic miracles. One might 
expect that the first miracle of His ministry might  start off with more of a big bang. But 
He doesn’t start off by raising the dead or giving sight to the blind or healing the sick. 
Instead, He changes water to wine. Now does that st rike you as a little bit strange that 
He shows His divine glory by something that seems t o just keep a party going? 

But there is more than meets the eye going on here.  There is something more going on 
than refreshments at a social gathering. The text s ays there were six stone water jars 
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for the Jewish rites of purification. In Old Testam ent Law Jews became ceremonially 
unclean during the normal everyday circumstances of  life and they were made clean by 
pouring water over their hands. But with Jesus, a n ew age has come, one that is much 
improved. The old has gone; and thankfully the new has come. 

His turning the water into wine symbolizes that the  Messianic Age is here; that the 
Saviour is in the world, that He has made the Old C ovenant of the Law obsolete; and 
He has replaced it with the New Covenant of grace. 

God is a God of new beginnings; He is a God of new life. In those days to run out of 
wine at a wedding feast would be a major social emb arrassment. Wine was an 
important part of the celebration at the wedding fe ast and so to run out of wine would 
essentially signal that the feast was over; that th e party was dead so to speak. The 
wedding feast was about to be prematurely terminate d and yet Jesus supplied what was 
needed. 

It was a gesture that symbolizes something greater that hits home to us today. With 
Jesus as the Messiah we really have all we need. Ev en through sickness and 
disappointments in this world we still have a Savio ur who loves us and He tells us to 
look forward, to look up to Him. He will never disa ppoint us. He supplies all we need for 
our spiritual life. As Paul writes in Romans 8, “Al l things work together for the good of 
those who love Him.” It also says in the well known  and beloved psalm 23, “The Lord is 
my Shepherd, I shall lack nothing.” 

Now we might notice that our attendance in church h as been steadily declining. It might 
seem that the wine is starting to run out. What do you think? What do you see as the 
future of Ascension Lutheran Church? What is your v ision? 

I can tell you that God definitely has a vision for  His people, for you and for our church. 
And it is not a vision that whimpers along, chasing  the past and feeling sorry for itself. 
He has a vision to make us partakers of His divine glory, to partake in His Kingdom and 
to be a force in leading others to the glory of Chr ist. 

His vision sees far beyond our funeral; it sees to the resurrection of the dead, it sees to 
the glory of the heavenly kingdom. And He wants all  people to be there. God’s heart is 
love and it is His love and His mercy that moved Je sus to die for our sins and be our 
Saviour. It says in the Bible that He does not want  anyone to perish but everyone to 
come to repentance, that He wants everyone to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

He has a vision to give us the most important work in the world: to make disciples – not 
just to put bums in the pews and pay our bills but to give eternal life, salvation, and 
forgiveness! 

He gives the new birth. These words, “New birth”, “ born again” are church language; 
they are phrases that express faith and our life in  Jesus. You have been born again in 
Baptism. That means your life is in Christ. And if you have your eyes on Christ, then you 
have life. 

The same is true with our church. If we as a congre gation keep our eyes on Him, if we 
look to Him who supplies all that we need for the g lory of His kingdom, if we truly want 
to grow and make disciples and save souls and we be lieve He is with us to do it, then 
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He will surely lead us and bless our every effort a nd give us the new wine; then He will 
inject new life into our church, He will give a new  beginning. 

But if we neglect His Word in Scripture, if we forg et His vision, if we see church as a sort 
of institutional social club, then the light will i ndeed go out. The choice is yours; the 
choice is ours together. 

Friends, we are married to Jesus. It is a bond wher e He shares all things with us. And 
He has good plans for you. When the wine is almost empty in our lives, when the joy is 
gone, when we’re down in the dumps, discouraged and  beaten, Jesus is here. In His 
presence there is abundance, hope and life as His b eloved bride. He supplies the wine. 
He replenishes us with His feast at the Lord’s Tabl e. He reminds us that He is our 
faithful groom and His love does not end. He suppli es His very body and blood, given 
and shed for you. He gives a foretaste of the feast  to come in the heavenly kingdom. 
And what a feast it is! 

Indeed, with Jesus there is new life, there is abun dant supply, and there is His great joy. 
May we ever abide in Him. Amen. The peace of God th at surpasses all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 


